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CITY OF BISHOP 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

JANUARY 13, 2014 
 

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Ellis called the meeting of the Bishop City Council to 
order at 7:01 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 301 West 
Line Street, Bishop, California. 

  
INVOCATION The invocation was given by Pastor Kent Puls of the Grace 

Lutheran Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led 
by Councilmember Smith. 

  
COUNCIL PRESENT Councilmembers Laura Smith, David Stottlemyre 

Mayor Pro Tem Pat Gardner 
Mayor Jim Ellis 

  
COUNCIL ABSENT Councilmember Keith Glidewell was absent and excused. 
  
OTHERS PRESENT Keith Caldwell, City Administrator/Community Services 

Director 
Robin Picken, Assistant City Clerk 
Peter Tracy, City Attorney 
Lorraine Ray, Assistant Finance Director 
Ray Seguine, Fire Chief 
Chris Carter, Police Chief 
David Grah, Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Deston Dishion, Public Works Superintendent 
Gary Schley, Public Services Operator 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT The Mayor announced the public comment period. 

No public comments were provided. 
  
PRESENTATIONS  
  
POTENTIAL INYO COUNTY 
COURT BUILDING IN BISHOP 
(1) 

Administrative Office of the Courts Senior Real Estate 
Analyst Joanne Williamson and assigned Project Manager 
for the New Bishop Court House Gary Swanson reviewed 
with Council the selection process and funding for a new 
court house in Bishop.  They then announced their preferred 
site for the new Bishop Court House located behind the 
current City Offices which they will continue talks with the 
City of Bishop in acquiring.  Once the Administrative Office 
of the Courts approves this site, then they will want to move 
forward on the acquisition of property and the design phase. 
They shared their proposed schedule to complete the bid 
phase in October 2016 and complete construction in January 
2017. 
 
Council expressed several of their concern regarding early 
input on the design itself and any parking concerns they may 
have.  Staff also asked about their CEQA process.  In 
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response, Mr. Swanson said that they want to be good 
neighbors.  Especially since this will be Bishop’s New Court 
House.  They currently have a very preliminary foot print 
that could change and to address the Council’s concern on 
parking, he referred them to the recent Parking Study given 
to staff for their review.  It reflects a very minimum impact. 
 
Also present at the meeting was Judge Brian Lamb, Judge 
Dean Stout, and Administrator Tammy Grimm.  Judge Lamb 
asked to speak before the Council.  He presented his support 
for the new court house in Bishop. 
 
Council thanked Judge Lamb for his comments and thanked 
Ms. Williamson and Mr. Swanson for their time in 
presenting this information to Council.  Council will look 
forward to their future communications. 

  
DEPARTMENT HEAD 
REPORTS 

Reports from Administration, Community Services, Fire, 
Police, and Public Works were given on the departments’ 
activities including upcoming and ongoing projects. 
 
City Administrator Caldwell shared with City Council his 
mixed emotions on going back to Georgia to take care of his 
parents and resigning as City Administrator at the end of 
September.  Council then expressed their appreciation to Mr. 
Caldwell and thanked him for making Bishop a better place. 

  
CONSENT CALENDAR 
(2) 
Motion/Smith 

A motion was made by Councilmember Smith and passed
4-0 with Glidewell absent to approve the Consent Calendar 
as presented: 
 
FOR APPROVAL AND FILING  
(a)  Study Session – November 25, 2013  
(b)  Council Meeting – November 25, 2013 
(c)  Study Session – December 9, 2013 
(d)  Council Meeting – December 9, 2013 
(e)  Council Budget Workshop (6) – December 11, 2013 
(f)  Personnel Status Change Report 
(g)  Investment Portfolio – November 2013 
(h)  Statement of Fund Transactions – 7/1/2013-11/30/2013 
(i)  Statement of Fund Transactions – 7/1/2013-12/31/2013 
(j)  Warrant Register - December 2013 
(k)  Part-Time Communications Operator Job Description 
(l)  Proclamation for Immediate Past League of California 
      Cities Public Affairs Regional Manager Nancy Cisneros 
(m)  Letter of Appreciation to Thomas Hardy 
 
FOR INFORMATION/FILING 
(n)  Northern Inyo Hospital Quarterly Update Report 
(o)  Water Fund Monthly Balances 2013/2014 
(p)  Sewer Fund Monthly Balances 2013/2014 
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(q) Public Works Building Permits Report – November 2013 
(r)  Public Works Building Permits Report – December 2013 
(s)  Fire Activity Log –December 2013 

  
NEW BUSINESS  
  
PLANNING COMMISSION 
(3) 
Motion/Stottlemyre 

Councilmember Stottlemyre made a motion to approve the 
reappointment of Darren Malloy and the appointment of 
Richard Distel to fill the unscheduled vacancy on the 
Planning Commission for the term ending November 26, 
2014.  Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell absent. 

  
HOME STREET MIDDLE 
SCHOOL SKI PROGRAM 
(4) 
Motion/Smith 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve the funding 
of $1,800 to assist the Home Street Middle School Ski 
Program this year (FY 2013-2014) and asked that they apply 
for assistance at the next Community Promotions funding 
cycle.  Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell absent. 

  
SYMONS EMERGENCY 
SPECIALTIES AGREEMENT 
(5) 
Motion/Smith 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve the new 
draft agreement with Symons Emergency Specialties for the 
City of Bishop Police Department to provide dispatch for 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and Ambulance 
services.  Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell absent. 

  
PURCHASE OF 
TABLETS/WORKBOOKS FOR 
CITY COUNCIL 
(6) 
Motion/Smith 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to reject the current 
bids received and authorize staff to purchase the tablets 
through the open market process.  Motion passed 4-0 with 
Glidewell absent. 

  
WAIVE HIRING FREEZE FOR 
SEASONAL AND SUMMER 
STAFF 
(7) 
Motion/Stottlemyre 

Councilmember Stottlemyre made a motion to waive the 
hiring freeze and to authorize hiring six (6) part-time 
seasonal park helpers and twenty (20) aquatics personnel.  
Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell absent. 

  
REQUEST TO ADVERTISE 
FOR BIDS TO PURCHASE 
AND INSTALL A BACKFLOW 
RETROFIT FOR THE FIRE 
MAIN AT CITY HALL 
(8) 
Motion/Stottlemyre 

Councilmember Stottlemyre made a motion to authorize the 
advertisement for bids for the purchase and installation of a 
backflow retrofit for City Hall.  Motion passed 4-0 with 
Glidewell absent. 

  
SEWER PONDS PASTURE 
LEASE EXTENSION (2) 
(9) 
Motion/Gardner 

Mayor Pro Tem Gardner made a motion to approve the 
execution of a one year lease extension for the Sewer Ponds 
Pasture with Roy Boothe.  Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell 
absent. 
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WELL 3 PASTURE LEASE 
EXTENSION 
(10) 
Motion/Smith 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve the Well 3 
Pasture Lease Extension for five (5) years with a five percent 
(5%) annual escalation.  Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell 
absent. 

  
RELOCATION OF 
CHLORINATOR AT WELL 4 
(11) 
Motion/Gardner 

Mayor Pro Tem Gardner made a motion to approve the 
relocation of the chlorinator by Severn Trent Services based 
on their quote and approve the expenditure of a not to exceed 
amount of $4,380.  Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell absent. 

  
SUPERVISORY CONTROL 
AND DATA ACQUISITION 
(SCADA) PROJECT 
CONTRACT AMENDMENT 6 
(12) 
Motion/Smith 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve the 
execution of Amendment 6 to the contract with Stantec 
Incorporated for the SCADA project with a new end of 
contract term of June 30, 2014.  Motion passed 4-0 with 
Glidewell absent. 

  
RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH 
SUPPORT FOR SENATE BILL 
405 (PADILLA) TO PHASE 
OUT SINGLE-USE PLASTIC 
BAGS IN CALIFORNIA 
(13) 
Motion/Stottlemyre 
 
Mayor Ellis requested to bring 
this item back for further 
discussion at the January 27, 
2014 Council Meeting.  

Councilmember Stottlemyre made a motion to not approve 
the resolution in support of Senate Bill 405.  Motion failed 2-
2 with Glidewell absent. 
 
Mayor Ellis requested that this item be brought back for 
further discussion at the next regular Council meeting 
scheduled for January 27, 2014.    

  
PROPOSITION 4 
(14) 
Motion/Gardner 

Mayor Pro Tem Gardner made a motion to follow the 
schedule for review and adoption of the 2012-2013 
Proposition 4 Appropriation Limits as stated. 
 
1.  Give immediate notice of the initial public review period
      of January 14 – February 10, 2014. 
 
2. Set a public hearing at the Council meeting of
      February 10, 2014. 
 
3.  Set February 10, 2014 as the scheduled date for final
       adoption.  
 
Motion passed 4-0 with Glidewell absent. 
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WAIVE FORMAL BID 
PROCEDURE UNDER THE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
EXEMPTION TO AUTHORIZE 
ACTUARIAL CONSULTING 
SERVICES 
(15) 
Motion/Stottlemyre 

Councilmember Stottlemyre made a motion to waive the 
formal bid procedure under the professional services 
exemption and authorize the actuarial consulting services to 
be performed by Bartel Associates in the amount not to 
exceed $24,500 as outlined in correspondence dated June 24, 
2013.  The cost of the PARS actuarial ($12,000) is 
authorized to be paid from the plan assets.  Motion passed
4-0 with Glidewell absent. 

  
BUDGET 
ADJUSTMENTS/TRANSFERS 
(16) 
Motion/Gardner 

Mayor Pro Tem Gardner made a motion to approve the 
budget adjustments and transfers for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 
through November 30, 2013 as presented.  Motion passed
4-0 with Glidewell absent. 

  
COUNCIL REPORTS Council Members reported on committee meetings and 

announced upcoming community events. 
  
ADJOURNMENT The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:53 p.m. to the Study 

Session scheduled for Monday, January 27, 2014 at 4:00 
p.m. in the City Council Chambers. 

 
 
    
 
 ________________________________________________
 JIM ELLIS, MAYOR 
 
 
Attest:  Keith Caldwell, City Clerk 
 
By:  ____________________________________ 
        Robin Picken, Assistant City Clerk 


