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CITY OF BISHOP 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

BUDGET WORKSHOP 
JANUARY 10, 2014 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Ellis called the meeting of the Bishop City Council Budget 
Workshop to order at 9:03 a.m. in the Executive Conference 
Room 377 West Line Street, Bishop, California. 

  
COUNCIL PRESENT Councilmembers Laura Smith, David Stottlemyre 

Keith Glidewell 
Mayor Pro Tem Pat Gardner 
Mayor Jim Ellis 

  
COUNCIL ABSENT None 
  
OTHERS PRESENT Keith Caldwell, City Administrator/Community Services Director 

Robin Picken, Assistant City Clerk 
Peter Tracy, Interim City Attorney 
Lorraine Ray, Assistant Finance Director 
Ray Seguine, Fire Chief 
Chris Carter, Police Chief 
David Grah, Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Bryan Rossy, Police Officer 
David Jepson, Police Officer 
Pam Galvin, Police Services Secretary/Records Supervisor 
Several other members from the public 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT Mayor Ellis announced the public comment period.  No public 

comment was provided. 
  
 Discussion was held on the following agenda items: 
OLD BUSINESS  
  
DISCUSS TAXES 
(1) 

City Administrator Caldwell introduced the first item for 
discussion, Taxes.  Councilmember Stottlemyre reviewed with 
Council the taxes previously discussed: 1) Transaction Use Tax 
(TUT) and 2) Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT).  Interim City 
Attorney Peter Tracy gave an overview on how these taxes may 
be proposed and how they are limited to certain restrictions.  
After a discussion on current and future city and state taxes, a 
discussion ensued on the possibility of hiring a consultant to 
review the plausibility of passing an increase in a tax such as a 
Transaction Use Tax (TUT).  City Administrator Caldwell was 
asked to report back to Council on several possible consultants 
and their costs. 

  
DISCUSS INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
(2) 

Councilmember Glidewell gave Council a brief overview of his 
current research on tablets/workbooks that he has done so far.  
Staff reported on the current bids received for the HP Envy 
notebooks.  Council then discussed where they could make cuts 
in their budget to purchase these tablets/workbooks for Council.  
After a brief discussion, it was agreed that they would look for 
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cuts in their travel and meeting expenses, as well as in other 
expenses and costs such as eliminating certain Council benefits. 

  
COUNCIL MEETINGS – 
CHANGE IN HOURS 
HELD 
(3) 

City Administrator Caldwell reviewed this item with Council.  An 
ordinance will be required to change the hours of the Council 
meetings and therefore it will not take effect until March or April.  
The staff’s reduction in overtime cost by changing the meeting 
hours to regular work hours was also discussed.  After a brief 
discussion of the exact times that Council felt they should 
schedule their regular meetings, it was agreed that they would 
still meet twice a month, the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month, and that they would like to start their Study Sessions at 
10:00 a.m. and start their Regular Meetings at 1:00 p.m.  Council 
then directed staff to place this item on the January 27, 2014 
Council meeting agenda. 

  
FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENTS – UPDATE 
(4) 

City Administrator Caldwell and Interim City Attorney Tracy 
reviewed the current franchise agreements that the City currently 
has with Suddenlink and Southern California Edison.  They also 
reviewed with Council the fact that the City does not have a 
franchise agreement with Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power (LADWP) because it would be illegal.  Due to past court 
cases and appeals, the City is restricted to engage in a franchise 
agreement with a private organization (such as LADWP) and 
therefore the City has ended up with no jurisdiction in this matter. 

  
BREAK The meeting was recessed at 10:39 a.m. and Mayor Pro Tem Ellis 

reconvened the meeting at 10:52 a.m. 
  
NEW BUSINESS  
  
REVIEW OF CITY 
PROPERTIES AND ITS 
USES 
(5) 

Public Works Director Grah presented Council with a map of the 
City of Bishop and highlighted the properties that the City 
currently owns or leases.  He then reviewed each City property 
with Council and its present zoning and use.  Council then 
discussed whether there were possibly better uses of these 
properties that could economically benefit the public as a whole.  
After a thorough discussion, Council asked staff to continue to 
review the City’s properties for areas that the City could either 
sell or lease property, make available for a possible satellite 
business, or for a more economical use. 

  
WATER & SEWER FEE 
DISCOUNTS 
(6) 

Public Works Director Grah presented Council with two water 
and sewer fee discount requests that have come forward to the 
Water and Sewer Commission: 1) The Bishop Lions Club is 
requesting a discount in the water and sewer fees for the Boy 
Scouts Building on West Line Street; and 2) Review of the 
current discount rates given under the City’s Low Income and 
Senior Discount Program. 
 
Bishop Lions Club representative AJ Hooper was present to 
discuss their current situation in paying the water and sewer fees 
for the Boy Scouts Building on West Line Street.  After a brief 
discussion, City Administrator Caldwell said he would work with 
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the Bishop Lions Club to investigate alternate locations for the 
Boy Scouts and will report his discussions with the Bishop Lions 
Club back to the Water and Sewer Commission for their 
information.  It was also suggested that the Bishop Lions Club be 
prepared to address Council for assistance, if needed, at the next 
scheduled Community Promotions Budget Hearings. 
 
The City’s Low Income and Senior Discount in Water and Sewer 
Fees were discussed.  It was explained that this discount is 
required to be subsidized by the City’s General Fund.  
Discussions on changes to the Low Income and Senior Discount 
Program will be brought to the Water and Sewer Commission for 
review. 

  
REVIEW OF CITY 
COUNCIL BUDGET 
(7) 

In order to fund Information Technology improvements and to 
create a savings to the City’s overall budget, Council agreed to 
review their current budget.  Council asked staff to prepare a list 
of all meetings that the Council is invited to attend.  Council will 
review this list to see what meetings could be reduced or cut from 
their budget. 

  
SOLAR PROJECTS AND 
RELATED ENERGY COST 
SAVINGS 
(8) 

Mayor Ellis reviewed Council’s request to start looking into solar 
projects and how other agencies have successfully accomplished 
new solar projects.  Public Works Director Grah reported that he 
has started discussions with the County of Inyo in regards to solar 
project funding.  Councilmember Glidewell reported that 
Mammoth Community Water District welcomes staff and/or 
Council to a tour of their solar project.  After a discussion on 
possible solar projects in the area (i.e. Solar energy at the City 
Pool, City Sewer System, or for the operation of city lights on 
Warren Street), Council asked that staff continue to see what 
options are available to the City of Bishop and the opportunities 
that may become available through collaboration with other 
agencies. 

  
SCHEDULE NEXT 
BUDGET WORKSHOP 
(9) 

It was agreed that the next Budget Workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, February 19, 2014 from 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. in the 
Executive Conference Room.  Topics for discussion at the next 
Budget Workshop will be addressed at the January 27, 2014 
Study Session. 

  
ADJOURNMENT Mayor Ellis adjourned the meeting at 12:01 p.m. to the Study 

Session scheduled for Monday, January 13, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers. 

 
 

__________________________________________________ 
JIM ELLIS, MAYOR 

 
 
Attest:  Keith Caldwell, City Clerk 
 
By:  ____________________________________ 
        Robin Picken, Assistant City Clerk 


