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Minutes 
Water and Sewer Commission 

 
8 May 2012 

 
(1) Call to Order 
Chairman Pecsi called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. 
 
(2) Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Pecsi 
 
(3) Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: 
Underhill, Mathieu, Pecsi, Cross and Bhakta 
  
Commissioners Absent: 
None 
 
Others Present: 
David Grah, Public Works Director 
Deston Dishion, Public Works Superintendent 
Michele Thomas, Public Works Secretary 
 
(4) Public Comment 
Cindy Wahrenbrock, property owner at 374 May Street, asked staff to include on the next agenda 
the water and sewer rates and to provide a financial update on how well the water and sewer 
funds are doing for operation and maintenance cost.  She would like the commission and staff to 
consider not raising water sewer rates for the next year due to unemployment and economics. 
 
Grah explained that back in 2009, the City Council approved a series of increases recommended 
by the Commission from the 2008 Rate Study.  We are in the process of releasing an RFP in June 
for the next rate study that would go into effect July 2014. 
 
Thomas further stated that for a single family residence there will be an increase in sewer only of 
$1.62 beginning July 2012, and an increase in sewer of $1.72 and in water of $2.00 for a total of 
$3.72 beginning July 2013.  Both of these yearly increases are part of the series from the 2008 
Rate Study. 
 
Cross and Pecsi also stated that at each commission meeting information related to operation and 
maintenance cost is reviewed.  This information is available on the City website or can be 
obtained from the Public Works Department.  Grah added that at anytime someone can come 
into the office and review the budget and the rate studies with the staff. 
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(5) Correspondence 
None 
 
(6) Approval of the Minutes 
Commissioner Underhill moved to approve the minutes of the 13 March 2012 meeting as written 
and motion carried. 
 
(7) Rebate Program 
To encourage water conservation, the City began offering rebates for water conserving 
appliances and fixtures in August 2010.  An initial budget of $5,000 was included for each of the 
2010/2011 and 2011/2012 fiscal years.  The incentive program was justified on the basis of the 
wider public relations benefits and the basis of money saved through electricity savings.  An 
analysis showed that it would take 68 years for the savings to accumulate and equal the $5,000 
expenditure on the program for one year.  The City has over 1200 water sewer accounts active.  
Thomas explained that over the two year period the incentive program has been in place, about 
5% of the customers have taken advantage of the incentives.  A majority of the rebates given to 
customers were of free items used for irrigation purposes. 
 
The commission agrees the City should continue the program for the upcoming 2012/2013 fiscal 
year with a reduced budget of $2,000.  Thomas will send out a mailer explaining the program in 
June to all bill payers and update the commission at their September meeting on how many 
customers have taken advantage of the program since the mailing.  
 
(8) Well 1 Update 
Dishion updated the commission with the status of Well 1stating that Brent Isrealson of Layne 
Christensen came to Bishop to make proper adjustments to the well and resolved the issue.  
Layne Christensen performed this work as a courtesy call with no charge to the city. 
 
(9) Consultant RFP Update 
The next rate study would be carried on from the 2008 Rate Study.  One of the things this study 
will do is to improve the equity in the various categories.  In addition, we will be looking into 
adding new categories such as a brewery.  The rate study will be complex and would be 
appropriate to use a consultant which will insure it is an objective review.  Grah noted that the 
2008 study included a fairly high rate of inflation from year to year that rates were based on.  
Given the state of the economy, Grah is not sure if inflation has or is happening at that rate.  In 
addition, water line replacement line projects that have been done recently show water lines to be 
in decent shape.  Grah feels that the life expectancy used for water lines should be increased 
which would decrease some need for capital.  Grah mentioned that there could be a chance of a 
decrease in rates for the next rate study. 
 
There is $30,000 budgeted for the upcoming fiscal year for consultant costs between water and 
sewer for the rate study.  The study will be complete in mid 2013 with the new rates 
implemented July 2014.  The presented RFP is on the 14 May City Council Agenda for approval 
of its release. 
 
The Commission agrees with Staff that hiring a consultant would be beneficial for the City.  Two 
of the commissioners will be a part of the interview panel.  
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(10) Meter Readings 
Beginning in April, meter readings have doubled from previous months due to warmer weather.  
The daily usage for the City has gone up from 800,000 gallons per day to over 2 million gallons 
per day.  Dishion pointed out that the Catholic Church’s water usage is down compared to 
previous years thanks to a different landscaper taking care of the property. 
 
Pecsi asked staff if they could provide the comparison graph that shows the usage for 7 of the 
general water user categories that have been in previous packets.  Grah said that he would 
provide that for now on in the packet.   
 
(11) Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 
The cash balance and revenue and expenditure sheets are used to track how adequate the cash 
balances in water and sewer are doing for future capital projects as well as for non-capital needs.  
In recent months, the sewer cash balance is climbing with the Park Sewer Project is complete.  
The balance will continue to climb in anticipation of the major expenditures on the Headworks 
Project; a $130,000 screen will be bought in August.  Next will be the Trunk Line Replacement 
Project that will cost about $350,000 to construct. 
 
The water balance is climbing with the anticipation of the Church Street Water Line Project that 
will be completed this summer.  We also have the ongoing Tank Project that will insure positive 
pressurization of the line between Well 4 and the existing tank. 
 
(12) Public Works reports for March and April 
During the month of March, an air-gap in the Well 2 high pressure blow off line was 
incorporated.  Crew began annual main line and hydrant valve exercising.  Ground maintenance 
was performed at Wells 2 and 4 as well as the tank site.  Monthly readings of all water meters 
and routine bacteria samples were taken.  Crew responded to a plugged sewer main in the city 
park that was overflowing a manhole due to restaurant grease.  A gas leak at the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant was located and repaired.  Crew repaired a broken sewer main under the 100 
block of East Line Street that was discovered during routine main line videoing.  H2O 
Environmental removed 19, 55 gallon drums that we were unable to dispose of at the Sunland 
landfill.  Sampling discharged waste water continued to investigate elevated levels of Nitrogen in 
the monitoring wells in the shared discharge lands. 
 
In April, crew repaired new water main at the intersection of West Elm and Schley Street that 
was damaged by a fallen tree.  A fire hydrant on North Fowler next to City Hall was relocated to 
accommodate new sidewalks for the Auditorium Sidewalk Project.  A new meter was installed at 
Well 2.  Staff advertised the Church Street Water Line project for construction bids.  Crew 
installed a new manhole on Short Street.  Semi-annual maintenance was performed to aerators on 
sewer ponds. 
 
(13) Staff and Commission Reports 
Pesci asked about the meeting staff had with Steve Joseph regarding Wye Road Intersection 
Project.  Grah stated that the City is trying to build an intersection improvement project at the 
intersection of North Main, Highway 6, and Wye Road.  In order to build the intersection, the 
city will need to get right-a-way property from DWP and the Joseph family.  The city has already 
received property from DWP.  The Joseph family was not interested in selling due to a number 
of reasons.  They are interested in the city helping to resolve a drainage issue in the area that 
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affects the potential development of their property.  If the city could help resolve the issue, they 
then could be more interested in selling the property.  The City recently advertised and received 
bids for a storm drain project that would help drainage in the area, but the bids were higher than 
we hoped, along with an estimate for utility relocating that was $50,000 to $70,000 more than 
expected.  The City first will need to build an intersection and will hopefully have enough money 
to build the storm drain afterwards.  The Josephs are currently in negotiations with the County 
for the County consolidated offices.  The City hopes to meet again with the Josephs in a month 
to acquire the right-a-way, build the intersection, relocated the power lines, and build the storm 
drain project. 
 
Grah shared with the commission that the Headworks Project is still moving ahead slowly.  We 
should receive a screen in August and we are currently working on the concrete documents 
associated with the project.  The City Council is considering the consultant contract for the 
Trunk Line Replacement Project and a meeting will take place next week.  Once the contract is 
signed, engineering and environmental will begin. 
 
Cross asked if there were any updates regarding Mammoth Brewery.  Grah mentioned that there 
are now two prospective breweries interested in opening in Bishop; Mammoth Brewery and 
Mountain Rambler Brewery.  Mountain Rambler is interested in putting in a brew pub in Golden 
State Cycle’s building at 174 South Main Street.  Mammoth Brewery is still searching for a site 
in the Bishop area.  One possibility is that they benefit from the county development of the 
Joseph property and could end up with the 5 acres of the county property south of town.  It is 
also understood that Mammoth Brewery is frustrated with the slow process of the development 
of the Joseph property and may be communicating with other areas for another location site. 
 
Underhill shared with the commission and staff that on 17 May, the Parks and Recreation 
Commission will be going in front of City Council to give their recommendation to add 
Underhill to their commission.  Once that takes place, Underhill will give her resignation to the 
Water and Sewer Commission.  Underhill thanked staff and commission and said she learned a 
lot in her position as a commissioner. 
 
Items to be Discussed at the Meeting of 8 May 2012:  

• Water usage graph 
• Meter readings 
• Public Works reports for May and June 
• Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 

 
(14) Adjournment 
Chairman Pecsi adjourned the meeting at 8:17 P.M.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will 
be Tuesday, 10 July 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
Joe Pecsi, Chairman     Michele Thomas, Secretary 


