
 

CITY OF BISHOP 
WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION 

 AGENDA 
City Council Chambers – 301 West Line Street 

Bishop, California 93514 
 
Date: March 13, 2012 
 7:00 P.M. 
 
Notice to the Public: 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk (760) 873-5863.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  (28 CFR 35.102-
35.104 ADA Title II). 
 
Any writing that is a public record that relates to an agenda item for open session distributed less than 72 
hours prior to the meeting will be available for public inspection at City Hall, 377 West Line Street, Bishop, 
California, during normal business hours. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call 
 
Public Comment:  This time is set aside to receive public comment on matters not calendared on the 
agenda. 
 
Correspondence 
 None 
 
Approval of Minutes 

(1) Minutes of the Water and Sewer Commission meetings held on January 10, 2012 subject for 
approval. 

 
New Business 

(2) Water usage and revenue by general user category 
(3) 2013 water and sewer rate review draft RFP 
(4) Whiskey Creek usage to payment comparison 
(5) Reorganization 

 
Old Business 

(6) Mammoth Brewery update 
(7) Meter Readings 
(8) Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update 
(9) Public Works report January and February 

 
Staff and Commission Reports 
 
Adjournment:  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be May 8, 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers, 301 West Line Street, Bishop. 



 
 

CITY OF BISHOP 
377 West Line Street - Bishop, California  93514 
Post Office Box 1236 - Bishop, California  93515 

760-873-8458 publicworks@ca-bishop.us 
www.ca-bishop.us 
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Minutes 
Water and Sewer Commission 

 
10 January 2012 

 
Call To Order: 
Chairman Cross called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Cross 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Underhill, Cross, Mathieu, Pecsi, and Bhakta  
 
Commissioners Absent: 
None 
 
Others Present: 
Dave Grah, Public Works Director 
Deston Dishion, Public Works Superintendent 
Michele Thomas, Public Works Secretary 
Jim Ellis, City Council Member 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Correspondence 
None 
 
(1) Approval of the Minutes 
Commissioner Underhill moved to approve the minutes of the 8 November 2011 meeting as 
written and motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
(2) Water and sewer rates 
At the November commission meeting, Commissioner Pecsi asked staff for a spreadsheet 
showing the upcoming water sewer rates and percentage increases for each category.  Thomas 
created a spreadsheet starting with the 2009/2010 fiscal year prior to the recent rate study, ending 
with the 2013/2014 year, the last year of the current rate increases. 
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Grah pointed out where some of the percentages are not consistent with all categories.  This is 
due to the adjustments in sewer for gas stations and hotels.  In addition, there was an error in the 
official rate notice and the City used the lesser of the amounts from the notice and the amount the 
rates should have been. 
 
The plan has been to complete a new rate study and have it in place with rate adjustments for the 
2014/2015 fiscal year.  In order to have the new rates in place by 1 July 2014, a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) would be released this upcoming summer, if we are to use a consultant. 
 
Grah told the commission that staff would provide a draft rate study RFP for the next 
commission meeting in March.  Cross also requested updated pie charts showing how much 
water is used and how much revenue is generated from general user categories. 
 
(3) Mammoth Brewery Company 
Mammoth Brewing Company is considering moving its brewery to Bishop.  The City of Bishop 
water and sewer structure does not have a category for a brewery.  Under the current structure, 
the brewery would probably be charged as an “Other” which is charged by number of toilets.  
Due to the likely high water use and the high strength of the effluent from a brewery, the load the 
brewery would place on the water and sewer system would not be well represented by the 
number of toilets.  Grah asked the commission for ideas to deal with charging the brewery in 
anticipation of one located in Bishop.  The strategy could be to establish a new brewery fee 
category ahead of time, to wait until the brewery is being developed and establish the category 
then, to wait until the brewery is being developed and establish special fees to be charged on that 
one account, some combination of these things, or some other approach.  Another consideration 
would be to develop the category as part of the upcoming rate study.  Cross stated that in 
Mammoth, the brewery is on a meter for water usage and he believes the sewer charges are 
minimal.  He also brought up that without a meter, if the brewery opened and then grew, how 
would the rates be adjusted.  One concern Pesci brought up was that we should have a game plan 
for Mammoth Brewery with charging for water and sewer so not to surprise them later down the 
road and their rates increase without them informed.  Grah explained that the City has not heard 
any new information regarding the brewery coming to Bishop in the past couple months.  The 
commission asked for any update on Mammoth Brewery coming to Bishop at the next 
commission meeting in March. As more information comes in, discussion on adding a new 
category will continue. 
 
Old Business: 
 
(4) Meter Readings 
From the recent meter readings, it is evident irrigation systems have shut down for the winter.  
The City’s water use is down to around 600,000 gallons per day compared to 2.3 million during 
the summer months.  Over the past couple weeks there has been a small increase of water usage 
due to the recent dry weather.  Meters are used for informational purposes only.  The city does 
not charge by water meters at this time.  
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(5) Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 
The cash balances are broken down between capital and non-capital in order to manage each 
balance separately.  The sewer balance has been climbing.  The City is in the process of building 
the Park Sewer Project that will reduce the cash balance around $90,000.  The water balance has 
also been climbing.  There have not been any recent projects, although City Council approved 
Work Order 3 for the Tank Project at the 9 January council meeting. 
 
(6) Public Works reports for November and December 
Highlights during November include a repaired water leak at the intersection of West Line and 
Fulton Streets.  We are starting to find we are getting numerous water leaks on West Line 
between Main and Home Streets due to the old 8 inch steel line still used.  Crew continued 
potholing various locations on Warren Street in preparation for the Warren Street Improvements 
Project.  Staff is developing a scope for water and sewer work for the project.  Conspec was 
awarded the bid for the Park Sewer Project and as of today, we are about 80% complete.  Crew 
assisted two customers on Howard Street with sewer problems.  Root killer was used which 
helped prevent the sewer laterals from needing to be replaced.  Dishion visited a wastewater 
treatment plant in Arizona to view their headworks screen.  As time permits, the crew has begun 
extensive cleanup at the wastewater treatment plant removing old items stored for numerous 
years.  We will have Hazmat identify some of the barrels on the site that have unknown content.  
The department along with Eastern Sierra Community Sewer District has noticed an elevated 
level of nitrates in the monitoring wells.  Cooperative efforts are in affect to figure out why this 
is occurring and corrective measures will take place. 
 
During the month of December, staff finalized a change order with Stantec to install the SCADA 
at Well 1.  Crew installed a new manhole under East Line Street just west of Hanby Avenue.  
The new compressor system at the Johnston Drive Lift Station was installed.  Staff met with 
Nolte as design work begins on the Sneden Street Improvement Project for road construction 
including sidewalks and water and sewer work.  Public Works employees provided about 28 
hours of traffic control for the 2011 annual Christmas parade. 
 
Staff and Commission Reports: 
Grah mentioned that the Headworks project is still moving forward slowly.  At 9 January City 
Council meeting, Council approved the Work Order for the new screen.  Staff is also working on 
construction documents for some concrete construction associated with the Headworks upgrade.  
Once that is done, there will be a work order to install the grit equipment.  Also at the 9 January 
City Council meeting, Council approved advertising materials for Well 2 and 4 to fix 
contamination issues addressed by the State. 
 
Grah went over a spreadsheet identifying water and sewer capital improvement projects.  The 
graphs identify projects, cost, year to be built, and the cost per fiscal year for anticipated projects.  
Seven years are covered starting with the 12/13 fiscal year, and also projects for the future.  The 
rates the City is currently charging customers are based on spending about $360,000 per year in 
water and $350,000 per year in sewer on capital projects. 
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Items to be Discussed at the Meeting of 13 March 2012:  
• Pie charts for water use and revenues 
• Mammoth Brewery Company update 
• First draft rate study RFP 
• Meter readings 
• Public Works reports for January and February 
• Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 

 
Chairman Cross adjourned the meeting at 8:14 P.M.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will 
be Tuesday, 13 March 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
Forrest Cross, Chairman    Michele Thomas, Secretary 
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To:  Water and Sewer Commissioners 

From:  David Grah, Director of Public Works 

Subject: Water Usage and Revenue by General User Category 

Date:  1 March 2012 

General: 
Attached are charts which show the approximate amount of water used and revenue generated by 
general water user categories in the City of Bishop. 
 
Background: 
There is a presumption and a legal requirement that fees equitably reflect the costs of providing a 
public service.  The Commission has the opportunity to hear from rate payers and others with 
concerns about the equity of the city fee structure for water service.  To support improving the 
equity of the fees, water meters have been installed on a representative sample of all 22 user 
categories.  The attached charts are an update to the last versions provided to the Commission in 
January 2011.  The attached charts are based on data from the 2011 calendar year. 
 
As has been done previously for clarity, the charts summarize the 22 user categories into 7 
general categories.  The first chart shows the portion of the total water usage each of the 7 
general categories represent.  The second chart shows the portion of the total water revenue each 
of the general categories represent.  The final table compares the usage percentages and the 
revenue percentages and displays the ratio between the two in the form of another percentage.  If 
usage and revenue percentage were in perfect synch, ratio would be 100%.  All of the ratio 
percentages substantially vary from 100%.  This variance from 100% could support the idea of 
adjusting the fees between user categories as a part of the next rate study. 
 
Recommendation: 
Review and consider water usage and revenue charts. 

 



Bishop Water Usage
2011
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Bishop Water Revenue
2011

19%

34%

29%
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Multi
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City of Bishop
Water Revenue to Usage Comparison

2011
Revenue Usage $ to Usage

Single 19% 29% 66%
Multi 34% 14% 240%
Commercial 29% 39% 76%
Motel 8% 5% 161%
Restaurant 7% 3% 244%
School 2% 6% 44%
None 0% 5% 0%
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To:  Water and Sewer Commissioners 

From:  David Grah, Director of Public Works 

Subject: 2013 Water and Sewer Rate Review Draft RFP 

Date:  29 February 2012 

General: 
Water and Sewer Commission comment is invited on a draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
consultants to perform the next water and sewer rate study. 
 
Background: 
In the past the city has been criticized for going too long between water and sewer rate reviews 
and adjustments (generally increases).  Going too long between adjustments usually means the 
increases are large when they are finally made while at the same time the financial situation is so 
compelling there is no choice but to make the increases.  Large increases prove to be very 
unpopular with customers even when they are needed to prudently manage the city's water and 
sewer system. 
 
In light of this, when the rate study was done in 2004, it included a requirement that a new study 
be done in 2008.  The 2008 study included a next rate study to be complete in 2014, intended to 
coincide with the end of the rate recommendation horizon in that 2008 study.  To complete the 
study, rate adjustment, and hearing process in time for the 2014/2015 fiscal year, the process of 
procuring a consultant needs to start in the spring of 2012.  The RFP is scheduled to be released 
in June 2012.  The study would be complete in mid 2013 with the remainder of the time spent 
refining the study and going through the related hearing and implementation process. 
 
The rate study to be covered by the attached draft RFP is intended to improve the equity of the 
flat rate system used in the city.  The equity would be addressed by adjusting the Equivalent 
Dwelling Unit (EDU) factors used in our various user billing categories as well as possibly 
reviewing and refining the current 22 categories.  New EDU factors would be developed in part 
with water meter information that is now available from all current user categories.  A rough 
budget of $30,000 has been established for the effort split between the water and sewer 
programs.  Because the review is expected to include the review of user categories and since this 
review of categories is expected to be complex, it is proposed to conduct the review through a 
consultant. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Water and Sewer Commission review and comment on the draft RFP. 

 



 

CITY OF BISHOP 
377 West Line Street - Bishop, California  93514 
Post Office Box 1236 - Bishop, California  93515 
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DRAFT Request For Proposals 
 

2014 Water and Sewer Rate Review 
 
Release:  26 June 2012 
 
Closes:  24 July 2012 
 
Contact:  David Grah, Director of Public Works 
 
General:  The City of Bishop requests proposals from consultants to conduct a 
review of water and sewer rates and rate structure. 
 
Background:  The City of Bishop is a general law city that has a permanent 
population of about 3,500.  Bishop is located in a remote rural part of the State of 
California.  The City's economic base is mostly recreation and government. 
 
The City of Bishop has owned and operated the water and sewer system for city 
residents since about 1903, the year the city was founded.  Through these systems 
and related administrative and financial processes the city provides water and 
sewer services responsibly, economically, and equitably. 
 
Water and sewer rates in the City of Bishop are "flat rate" and based on Equivalent 
Dwelling Units (EDU).  Bishop's flat rate system uses 22 customer categories.  The 
rates for each category are related to single family residences (defined as one 
EDU) through factors for each category.  The rates for the 2012/2013 fiscal year 
are attached.  There are currently about 3,050 EDU's. 
 
The most recent rate study was completed in 2009 and lead to the rates established 
for the 2010/2011 through 2013/2014 fiscal years.  This recent study adjusted EDU 
rates and some EDU factors.  Since Bishop data was not available for most 
customer categories, EDU factor adjustments were based on state-wide averages.  
Past rate studies are available at the city website on the Public Works page. 
 
Although the Bishop water system is a flat rate system, there are about 80 water 
meters on customer's services in the city.  Since the last rate study, meters were 



DRAFT 2014 Water and Sewer Rate Review Page 2 of 3 
 

added so that representative accounts in all 22 customer categories have meters.  
Because the city is committed to a flat rate system, these meters are not used 
directly for billing.  The intention is to use the data from these water meters for the 
rate study that is the subject of this Request for Proposals (RFP). 
 
General Scope of Work: 
Conduct a rate review and recommend water and sewer rates for the 2014/2015 
through 2019/2020 fiscal year period.  A rough budget of $30,000 has been 
established for the consultant work on this project.  Work is expected to include: 
 
1. Research, gather, and review existing information including revenues and 

liabilities. 
2. Present rates structures and rates for comparable agencies. 
3. Follow generally accepted industry practices for cost-of-service studies 

guidelines such as those suggested in American Water Works Association 
publication "Avoiding Rate Shock: Making the Case for Water Rates" and 
presented in the State Water Resources Control Board Division of Clean 
Water Programs Revenue Program Guidelines (March 1998 Revision). 

4. Include review and recommendation of adjustments base single EDU rates, 
EDU factors, and customer categories. 

5. Allow for two review and revisions cycles including report outline and draft 
report. 

6. Provide report in both paper and electronic formats including editable files. 
7. Provide support and expertise for Proposition 218 process related to any rate 

adjustment. 
8. Represent city on the subject of the rate study at public meetings and hearings 

including Water and Sewer Commission and Bishop City Council meetings.  
Present the study at these meetings.  At least four meetings should be included 
in proposal. 

9. Work is anticipated to start in late January 2013 and be completed early July 
2013. 

 
Proposal:  A qualifying proposal must include: 
1. Brief description of firm, contact person, address, telephone number, and e-mail 

address. 



DRAFT 2014 Water and Sewer Rate Review Page 3 of 3 
 

2. Description of approach to work, of report, and how proposed scope compares 
to general scope of work described in this RFP. 

3. Resumes of staff involved. 
4. Examples including projects, dates, and scope of similar work, especially on 

similar projects for small agencies. 
5. Three references. 
6. Proposed work schedule. 
7. Estimate of cost. 
Proposals must be received no later than 1500 (3 pm) on the closing date for this 
Request for Proposals.  Send proposals to: 
 
David Grah 
Director of Public Works 
City of Bishop 
377 West Line Street 
Bishop, California  93514 
publicworks@ca-bishop.us 
 
Proposals shall be submitted in a sealed envelope (3 paper copies and 1 electronic 
copy) which is clearly marked with the title of the Request for Proposal. 
 
Selection Process:  The consultant will be selected based on the experience and 
ability of the firm and staff to accomplish the scope of work, based on the 
proposal, and considering the effective use of City funds.  The City is particularly 
interested in receiving proposals from female, minority, and locally-owned small 
businesses. 
 
The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals.  The City will attempt to 
negotiate a contract with the highest rated firm. 
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To:  Bishop Water and Sewer Commissioners 
From:  Michele Thomas, Public Works Secretary 
Subject: Whiskey Creek Usage to Payment Comparison 
Date:  13 March 2012 
 
 
General: 
The City of Bishop currently has meters installed on three different restaurants within city limits.  
The city charges restaurants by number of seats using a flat rate system and meters are for 
informational purposes only. 
 
Background: 
The owner of Whiskey Creek, Greg Alexander, brought to staff’s attention differences of his two 
restaurants in Bishop and Mammoth.  The Mammoth business is charged by a meter and the 
Bishop business is charged by number of seats.  The tables below show past two year averages 
for payments and gallons per day (gpd) usage for both Whiskey Creek restaurants as well as the 
three metered restaurants in city limits.  Whiskey Creek Bishop does not currently have a meter 
installed. 
 

Whiskey Creek Mammoth – metered 
 AVERAGE MONTHLY 

PAYMENT 
AVERAGE 
GPD 

2010 $ 824.86  5515.28  
2011 $ 833.99  5645.84  

 
Whiskey Creek Bishop – 105 bar, 173 restaurant, 2 other (banquet rooms) 

YEAR AVERAGE MONTHLY 
PAYMENT 

AVERAGE 
GPD 

2010 $ 1501.28 unknown 
2011 $ 1584.34 unknown 

 
Hibachi Grill – 154 seats 

YEAR AVERAGE MONTHLY 
PAYMENT 

AVERAGE 
GPD 

2010 $ 868.56 2533 
2011 $ 880.88 1980  
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Imperial Gourmet – 80 seats 
YEAR AVERAGE MONTHLY 

PAYMENT 
AVERAGE 
GPD 

2010 $ 433.60 4212 
2011 $ 457.60 3918 

 
McDonalds – 124 seats 

YEAR AVERAGE MONTHLY 
PAYMENT 

AVERAGE 
GPD 

2010 $ 672.08 2478 
2011 $ 709.28 2305 

 
Recommendation: 
Review the information. 















Election of Officers – Chairman and Vice Chairman 
 
 
Chairman Cross will open nominations for election of officers and will turn it over to 
Deston Dishion, Public Works Superintendent. 
 
Deston will then call for nominations for the position of Chairman.   
 
After all nominations have been made, Cross will make a motion to close the 
nominations for Chairman.  Take roll count to close nominations. 
 
A roll call will be taken for the nominated person(s). 
 
Newly elected Chairman will move to the middle seat and open nominations for Vice-
Chairman. 
 
After all nominations have been made, newly elected Chairman will make a motion to 
close the nominations for Vice-Chairman.  Take roll count to close nominations. 
 
A roll call will be taken for the nominated person(s). 
 
Newly elected Vice-Chairman will move to the correct seat next to the Chairman. 
 
Both newly elected will serve a one year term. 
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To:  Water and Sewer Commissioners 

From:  David Grah, Director of Public Works 

Subject: Mammoth Brewery Update 

Date:  29 February 2012 

General: 
The Water and Sewer Commission asked for an update on the potential relocation of the 
Mammoth Brewery to Bishop. 
 
Background: 
There has been some indication over about the last year that the Mammoth Brewery was 
considering moving to Bishop.  There has been no new information on this since the last Water 
and Sewer Commission meeting. 
 
Recommendation: 
None. 

 



1/4/2012 2/1/2012 28
LOCATION Meter  START READ END READ Units USED GPD CATEGORY

WINDOW FAIR 1 1,239,670 1,247,840 1.00 8,170 292 OTHER
145 FULTON 54446888 2,886,800 2,889,170 1.00 2,370 85 SINGLE
149 FULTON 54446833 2,450,400 2,456,000 1.00 5,600 200 SINGLE
153 FULTON 53116014 1,874,520 1,880,030 1.00 5,510 197 SINGLE

Country School House 71423035 328,730 336,670 1.00 7,940 284 SCHOOL
Northen Inyo Hosp Main Bldg 5,454,380 5,759,520 1.00 305,140 10,898 HOSPITAL

RURAL HEALTH CLINIC 47971329 1,169,170 1,178,020 1.00 8,850 316 OTHER
174 SUNLAND (STORAGE SHEDS) 457736 4,272,880 4,272,880 1.00 0 0 STORAGE UNIT

760 WEST LINE 43677328 2,061,880 2,061,880 1.00 0 0 STORAGE UNIT
DAYS INN 36280054 20,365,000 20,385,900 1.00 20,900 746 HOTEL

Home St School 71139676 166,510 167,533 100.00 102,300 3,654 SCHOOL
City Hall 60202586 1,593,600 1,603,200 1.00 9,600 343 OTHER

METHODIST CHURCH 1464033 8,437,300 8,441,800 1.00 4,500 161 CHURCH/HALL
WASHTUB 68074620 4,304,000 4,364,100 1.00 60,100 2,146 LAUNDRY MAT

SIERRA SUDS 48788296 3,282,640 3,308,740 1.00 26,100 932 LAUNDRY MAT
287 Grove Church of Christ 68183533 316,670 316,760 1.00 90 3 CHURCH

Town House Apartments 71512866 1,541,900 1,564,000 1.00 22,100 789 MULTI FAMILY
691 HAMMOND 53694865 6,632,000 6,653,500 1.00 21,500 768 SINGLE

Seventh Day Adventist #2 71423036 375,640 380,850 1.00 5,210 186 SCHOOL/CHUR
Seventh Day Adventist #1 71516974 913,560 937,470 1.00 23,910 854 SCHOOL/CHUR

759 HOME STREET 48677331 4,612,330 4,617,490 1.00 5,160 184 SINGLE
724 ROME DRIVE 48677329 5,419,140 5,420,290 1.00 1,150 41 SINGLE

Bishop Nursery 71812304 1,443,700 1,450,500 1.00 6,800 243 OTHER
Catholic Church 71512867 9,218,800 9,224,400 1.00 5,600 200 CHURCH/HALL

668 KELSO 55580728 6,316,170 6,318,500 1.00 2,330 83 SINGLE
647 MAPLE 48677333 6,477,400 6,479,890 1.00 2,490 89 SINGLE

668 SYCAMORE 48677330 8,628,090 8,628,580 1.00 490 18 SINGLE
1 66633808 152,100 152,210 1.00 110 4 MULTI FAMILY
2 66633799 115,040 116,830 1.00 1,790 64 MULTI FAMILY
3 65788617 30,960 31,030 1.00 70 3 MULTI FAMILY
4 66633796 116,680 123,850 1.00 7,170 256 MULTI FAMILY
5 66633807 270,660 274,780 1.00 4,120 147 MULTI FAMILY
6 65788614 208,790 209,280 1.00 490 18 MULTI FAMILY
7 66633794 168,030 171,170 1.00 3,140 112 MULTI FAMILY
8 65788616 381,430 384,350 1.00 2,920 104 MULTI FAMILY



9 66633798 85,900 88,030 1.00 2,130 76 MULTI FAMILY
10 66633815 869,720 869,720 1.00 0 0 IRRIGATION
11 66633810 71,310 72,230 1.00 920 33 MULTI FAMILY
12 66633797 67,880 68,020 1.00 140 5 MULTI FAMILY
13 65788618 76,190 77,570 1.00 1,380 49 MULTI FAMILY
14 66633795 91,300 94,030 1.00 2,730 98 MULTI FAMILY
15 66633806 150,300 151,250 1.00 950 34 MULTI FAMILY
16 66633816 83,340 86,450 1.00 3,110 111 MULTI FAMILY
17 66633811 218,020 218,790 1.00 770 28 MULTI FAMILY
18 66633813 90,020 90,030 1.00 10 0 MULTI FAMILY
19 66633809 130 130 1.00 0 0 MULTI FAMILY

HSC MANAGERS QUARTERS 65788615 792,980 800,000 1.00 7,020 251 SINGLE
Hibachi Grill 46577994 4,940,690 4,976,910 1.00 36,220 1,294 RESTAURANT

OUR WATER WORKS 66576387 4,749,000 4,805,800 1.00 56,800 2,029 CAR WASH
Imperial Gourmet 69437265 4,108,800 4,262,200 1.00 153,400 5,479 RESTAURANT
106 MAC IVER 46652692 7,243,700 7,243,700 1.00 0 0 OTHER

VONS GAS STATION 69302410 2,040,200 2,068,400 1.00 28,200 1,007 GAS ST
VONS DOMESTIC 1591131 10,323,800 10,390,300 1.00 66,500 2,375 OTHER

KMART DOMESTIC 1591130 8,703,600 8,729,700 1.00 26,100 932 OTHER
K MART IRRIGATION 1586260 86,209,200 86,209,200 1.00 0 0 OTHER

235 WYE ROAD 53116010 32,440 32,440 1.00 0 0 OTHER
City Park Field 4 70023765 18,377,000 18,394,000 1.00 17,000 607 OTHER

SHADY REST TRAILER PARK 71454465 5415300 5550600 1.00 135,300 4,832 MULTI FAMILY
495 EAST YANEY 46248900 6,777,870 6,791,900 1.00 14,030 58 SINGLE

ALTA ONE 7120148 1,568,010 1,609,540 1.00 41,530 1,483 OTHER
Studio 27 71307182 213,600 220,560 1.00 6,960 249 BEAUTY SHOP

563 N Third Elm Tree Trailer Pk 604,600 637,400 1.00 32,800 1,171 Trailer Park
587 N Third Elm Tree Trailer Pk 839,000 870,900 1.00 31,900 1,139 Trailer Park

Ramada Inn (east) 71512850 2,010,300 2,054,100 1.00 43,800 1,564 HOTEL
Ramada Inn (west) 71784170 1,124,100 1,160,500 1.00 36,400 1,300 HOTEL

Giggle Springs 71307226 4,067,140 4,184,760 1.00 117,620 4,201 GAS ST
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 4567552 33,677,800 33,769,000 1.00 91,200 3,257 HOTEL

CREEKSIDE INN 1367375 46,695,600 46,811,600 1.00 116,000 4,143 HOTEL
McDonalds 70622718 1,829,700 1,875,700 1.00 46,000 1,643 RESTAURANT

Masonic Temple 71517006 33,790 34,240 1.00 450 16 HALL
Rusty's Bar 71307181 360,530 374,770 1.00 14,240 509 BAR

WILLOW PAZA APTS 57299893 3,514,800 3,554,200 1.00 39,400 1,407 MULTI FAMILY



Airway Medical 71785244 203,880 217,990 1.00 14,110 504 OTHER
EASTERN SIERRA OIL 2 536,490 538,930 1.00 2,440 87 OTHER

COB WWTP 71368402 100,200 101,900 1.00 1,700 61 OTHER
Easten Sierra Comm Service Dist 71512865 2,894,400 2,974,400 1.00 80,000 2,857 OTHER

VFW HALL 71307180 1,032,850 1,044,850 1.00 12,000 429 HALL
462 SHORT STREET 48677332 7,426,700 7,444,770 1.00 18,070 645 MULTI FAMILY
Clarke MH Park north 48788288 852,900 893,600 1.00 40,700 1,454 MULTI FAMILY
Clarke MH Park south 71307179 863,270 887,600 1.00 24,330 869 MULTI FAMILY

SHELL CARWASH 71368401 2,467,000 2,563,600 1.00 96,600 3,450 GAS/CARWASH



2/1/2012 3/1/2012 29
LOCATION Meter  START READ END READ Units USED GPD CATEGORY

WINDOW FAIR 1 1,247,840 1,256,280 1.00 8,440 291 OTHER
145 FULTON 54446888 2,889,170 2,891,670 1.00 2,500 86 SINGLE
149 FULTON 54446833 2,456,000 2,460,340 1.00 4,340 150 SINGLE
153 FULTON 53116014 1,880,030 1,886,680 1.00 6,650 229 SINGLE

Country School House 71423035 336,670 346,410 1.00 9,740 336 SCHOOL
Northen Inyo Hosp Main Bldg 5,759,520 6,083,670 1.00 324,150 11,178 HOSPITAL

RURAL HEALTH CLINIC 47971329 1,178,020 1,186,870 1.00 8,850 305 OTHER
174 SUNLAND (STORAGE SHEDS) 457736 4,272,880 4,272,880 1.00 0 0 STORAGE UNIT

760 WEST LINE 43677328 2,061,880 2,067,680 1.00 5,800 200 STORAGE UNIT
DAYS INN 36280054 20,385,900 20,425,800 1.00 39,900 1,376 HOTEL

Home St School 71139676 167,533 168,200 100.00 66,700 2,300 SCHOOL
City Hall 60202586 1,603,200 1,614,700 1.00 11,500 397 OTHER

METHODIST CHURCH 1464033 8,441,800 8,447,800 1.00 6,000 207 CHURCH/HALL
WASHTUB 68074620 4,364,100 4,427,700 1.00 63,600 2,193 LAUNDRY MAT

SIERRA SUDS 48788296 3,308,740 3,337,050 1.00 28,310 976 LAUNDRY MAT
287 Grove Church of Christ 68183533 316,760 316,880 1.00 120 4 CHURCH

Town House Apartments 71512866 1,564,000 1,589,400 1.00 25,400 876 MULTI FAMILY
691 HAMMOND 53694865 6,653,500 6,680,600 1.00 27,100 934 SINGLE

Seventh Day Adventist #2 71423036 380,850 385,270 1.00 4,420 152 SCHOOL/CHUR
Seventh Day Adventist #1 71516974 937,470 964,100 1.00 26,630 918 SCHOOL/CHUR

759 HOME STREET 48677331 4,617,490 4,624,300 1.00 6,810 235 SINGLE
724 ROME DRIVE 48677329 5,420,290 5,424,320 1.00 4,030 139 SINGLE

Bishop Nursery 71812304 1,450,500 1,474,100 1.00 23,600 814 OTHER
Catholic Church 71512867 9,224,400 9,258,800 1.00 34,400 1,186 CHURCH/HALL

668 KELSO 55580728 6,318,500 6,329,370 1.00 10,870 375 SINGLE
647 MAPLE 48677333 6,479,890 6,482,740 1.00 2,850 98 SINGLE

668 SYCAMORE 48677330 8,628,580 8,631,830 1.00 3,250 112 SINGLE
1 66633808 152,210 155,230 1.00 3,020 104 MULTI FAMILY
2 66633799 116,830 118,940 1.00 2,110 73 MULTI FAMILY
3 65788617 31,030 31,110 1.00 80 3 MULTI FAMILY
4 66633796 123,850 132,750 1.00 8,900 307 MULTI FAMILY
5 66633807 274,780 278,260 1.00 3,480 120 MULTI FAMILY
6 65788614 209,280 209,290 1.00 10 0 MULTI FAMILY
7 66633794 171,170 174,300 1.00 3,130 108 MULTI FAMILY
8 65788616 384,350 387,550 1.00 3,200 110 MULTI FAMILY



9 66633798 88,030 88,490 1.00 460 16 MULTI FAMILY
10 66633815 869,720 869,720 1.00 0 0 IRRIGATION
11 66633810 72,230 72,930 1.00 700 24 MULTI FAMILY
12 66633797 68,020 68,720 1.00 700 24 MULTI FAMILY
13 65788618 77,570 78,290 1.00 720 25 MULTI FAMILY
14 66633795 94,030 96,760 1.00 2,730 94 MULTI FAMILY
15 66633806 151,250 152,080 1.00 830 29 MULTI FAMILY
16 66633816 86,450 88,900 1.00 2,450 84 MULTI FAMILY
17 66633811 218,790 219,590 1.00 800 28 MULTI FAMILY
18 66633813 90,030 90,030 1.00 0 0 MULTI FAMILY
19 66633809 130 130 1.00 0 0 MULTI FAMILY

HSC MANAGERS QUARTERS 65788615 800,000 807,670 1.00 7,670 264 SINGLE
Hibachi Grill 46577994 4,976,910 5,018,170 1.00 41,260 1,423 RESTAURANT

OUR WATER WORKS 66576387 4,805,800 4,865,900 1.00 60,100 2,072 CAR WASH
Imperial Gourmet 69437265 4,262,200 4,344,800 1.00 82,600 2,848 RESTAURANT
106 MAC IVER 46652692 7,243,700 7,243,700 1.00 0 0 OTHER

VONS GAS STATION 69302410 2,068,400 2,099,800 1.00 31,400 1,083 GAS ST
VONS DOMESTIC 1591131 10,390,300 10,473,700 1.00 83,400 2,876 OTHER

KMART DOMESTIC 1591130 8,729,700 8,758,900 1.00 29,200 1,007 OTHER
K MART IRRIGATION 1586260 86,209,200 86,209,200 1.00 0 0 OTHER

235 WYE ROAD 53116010 32,440 32,440 1.00 0 0 OTHER
City Park Field 4 70023765 18,394,000 18,421,000 1.00 27,000 931 OTHER

SHADY REST TRAILER PARK 71454465 5550600 5698600 1.00 148,000 5,103 MULTI FAMILY
495 EAST YANEY 46248900 6,791,900 6,814,010 1.00 22,110 58 SINGLE

ALTA ONE 7120148 1,609,540 1,621,970 1.00 12,430 429 OTHER
Studio 27 71307182 220,560 228,570 1.00 8,010 276 BEAUTY SHOP

563 N Third Elm Tree Trailer Pk 637,400 676,100 1.00 38,700 1,334 Trailer Park
587 N Third Elm Tree Trailer Pk 870,900 901,900 1.00 31,000 1,069 Trailer Park

Ramada Inn (east) 71512850 2,054,100 2,106,200 1.00 52,100 1,797 HOTEL
Ramada Inn (west) 71784170 1,160,500 1,197,800 1.00 37,300 1,286 HOTEL

Giggle Springs 71307226 4,184,760 4,302,360 1.00 117,600 4,055 GAS ST
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 4567552 33,769,000 33,891,700 1.00 122,700 4,231 HOTEL

CREEKSIDE INN 1367375 46,811,600 46,954,700 1.00 143,100 4,934 HOTEL
McDonalds 70622718 1,875,700 1,927,500 1.00 51,800 1,786 RESTAURANT

Masonic Temple 71517006 34,240 34,560 1.00 320 11 HALL
Rusty's Bar 71307181 374,770 391,320 1.00 16,550 571 BAR

WILLOW PAZA APTS 57299893 3,554,200 3,599,700 1.00 45,500 1,569 MULTI FAMILY



Airway Medical 71785244 217,990 220,450 1.00 2,460 85 OTHER
EASTERN SIERRA OIL 2 538,930 540,510 1.00 1,580 54 OTHER

COB WWTP 71368402 101,900 103,900 1.00 2,000 69 OTHER
Easten Sierra Comm Service Dist 71512865 2,974,400 3,053,100 1.00 78,700 2,714 OTHER

VFW HALL 71307180 1,044,850 1,054,700 1.00 9,850 340 HALL
462 SHORT STREET 48677332 7,444,770 7,463,150 1.00 18,380 634 MULTI FAMILY
Clarke MH Park north 48788288 893,600 940,260 1.00 46,660 1,609 MULTI FAMILY
Clarke MH Park south 71307179 887,600 912,500 1.00 24,900 859 MULTI FAMILY

SHELL CARWASH 71368401 2,563,600 2,683,700 1.00 120,100 4,141 GAS/CARWASH



Water Fund Monthly Balances
2011/2012

End Previous Change
Start of Year Combined $853,192.74 1,144,727.07$     291,534.33$        Several projects

Non capital (6 months) 311,940.00$        311,940.00$        -$                     No change
Capital  $        541,252.74 832,787.07$        291,534.33$        Several projects

Start
Balance Expend Revenue

End
Balance

Combined 853,192.74$        169,315.36$        368,106.90$        1,051,984.28$     
Non Capital 311,940.00$        106,411.14$        228,226.28$        433,755.14$        
Capital 541,252.74$        62,904.22$          139,880.62$        618,229.14$        
Combined 1,051,984.28$     83,573.34$          86,643.91$          1,055,054.85$     
Non Capital 433,755.14$        56,310.09$          53,719.22$          431,164.27$        
Capital 618,229.14$        27,263.25$          32,924.69$          623,890.58$        
Combined 1,055,054.85$     103,940.77$        76,072.46$          1,027,186.54$     
Non Capital 431,164.27$        80,467.99$          47,164.93$          397,861.21$        
Capital 623,890.58$        23,472.78$          28,907.53$          629,325.33$        
Combined 1,027,186.54$     64,475.79$          73,395.42$          1,036,106.17$     
Non Capital 397,861.21$        71,874.28$          45,505.16$          371,492.09$        
Capital 629,325.33$        (7,398.49)$           27,890.26$          664,614.08$        
Combined 1,045,647.68$     53,112.43$          74,408.97$          1,066,944.22$     
Non Capital 371,492.09$        53,112.43$          46,133.56$          364,513.22$        
Capital 664,614.08$        -$                     28,275.41$          692,889.49$        
Combined 1,066,944.22$     58,629.37$          62,155.65$          1,070,470.50$     
Non Capital 364,513.22$        57,415.62$          38,536.50$          345,634.10$        
Capital 692,889.49$        1,213.75$            23,619.15$          715,294.89$        
Combined 1,070,470.50$     59,839.91$          66,065.29$          1,076,695.88$     
Non Capital 345,634.10$        51,907.39$          40,960.48$          334,687.19$        
Capital 715,294.89$        7,932.52$            25,104.81$          732,467.18$        
Combined 1,076,695.88$     55,276.30$          76,966.28$          1,098,385.86$     
Non Capital 334,687.19$        54,316.30$          47,719.09$          328,089.99$        
Capital 732,467.18$        960.00$               29,247.19$          760,754.36$        
Combined 1,098,385.86$     1,098,385.86$     
Non Capital 328,089.99$        -$                     -$                     328,089.99$        
Capital 760,754.36$        -$                     760,754.36$        
Combined 1,098,385.86$     1,098,385.86$     
Non Capital 328,089.99$        -$                     -$                     328,089.99$        
Capital 760,754.36$        -$                     760,754.36$        
Combined 1,098,385.86$     1,098,385.86$     
Non Capital 328,089.99$        -$                     -$                     328,089.99$        
Capital 760,754.36$        -$                     760,754.36$        
Combined 1,098,385.86$     1,098,385.86$     
Non Capital 328,089.99$        -$                     -$                     328,089.99$        
Capital 760,754.36$        -$                     760,754.36$        

End of Year Combined
Capital % 38%

March
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August

September

October

May

June

November
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January

February



Sewer Fund Monthly Balances
2011/2012

End Previous Change
Start of Year Combined $524,795.77 470,564.53$        (54,231.24)$         Under in capital

Non capital (6 months) 280,300.00$        280,300.00$        -$                     No change
Capital  $        244,495.77 190,264.53$        (54,231.24)$         Under in capital

Start
Balance Expend Revenue

End
Balance

Combined 524,795.77$        64,589.91$          307,100.00$        767,305.86$        
Non Capital 280,300.00$        58,829.67$          181,189.00$        402,659.33$        
Capital 244,495.77$        5,760.24$            125,911.00$        364,646.53$        
Combined 767,305.97$        88,532.02$          73,473.61$          752,247.56$        
Non Capital 402,659.33$        52,461.69$          43,349.43$          393,547.07$        
Capital 364,646.53$        36,070.33$          30,124.18$          358,700.38$        
Combined 752,247.56$        66,909.47$          70,996.24$          756,334.33$        
Non Capital 393,547.07$        53,076.20$          41,887.78$          382,358.65$        
Capital 358,700.38$        13,833.27$          29,108.46$          373,975.57$        
Combined 756,334.33$        89,713.12$          57,888.79$          724,510.00$        
Non Capital 382,358.65$        55,814.69$          34,154.39$          360,698.35$        
Capital 373,975.57$        33,898.43$          23,734.40$          363,811.54$        
Combined 747,809.45$        63,594.87$          65,313.45$          749,528.03$        
Non Capital 360,698.35$        63,594.87$          38,534.94$          335,638.41$        
Capital 363,811.54$        -$                     26,778.51$          390,590.06$        
Combined 749,528.03$        57,925.56$          55,463.57$          747,066.04$        
Non Capital 335,638.41$        54,792.75$          32,723.51$          313,569.17$        
Capital 390,590.06$        3,132.81$            22,740.06$          410,197.31$        
Combined 747,066.04$        143,577.20$        57,317.47$          660,806.31$        
Non Capital 313,569.17$        53,663.86$          33,817.31$          293,722.62$        
Capital 410,197.31$        89,913.34$          23,500.16$          343,784.13$        
Combined 660,806.31$        54,996.39$          68,635.95$          674,445.87$        
Non Capital 293,722.62$        54,020.39$          40,495.21$          280,197.44$        
Capital 343,784.13$        976.00$               28,140.74$          370,948.87$        
Combined 674,445.87$        674,445.87$        
Non Capital 280,197.44$        -$                     -$                     280,197.44$        
Capital 370,948.87$        -$                     370,948.87$        
Combined 674,445.87$        674,445.87$        
Non Capital 280,197.44$        -$                     -$                     280,197.44$        
Capital 370,948.87$        -$                     370,948.87$        
Combined 674,445.87$        674,445.87$        
Non Capital 280,197.44$        -$                     -$                     280,197.44$        
Capital 370,948.87$        -$                     370,948.87$        
Combined 674,445.87$        674,445.87$        
Non Capital 280,197.44$        -$                     -$                     280,197.44$        
Capital 370,948.87$        -$                     370,948.87$        

End of Year Combined
Capital % 41%
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Public Works Report 
January 2012 

 
Water 
1. Replaced failing 3/4 inch galvanized water service at 636 West Elm Street. 

2. Installed valve boxes for customers at 669 Maple Avenue and 389 Yaney Street. 

3. Found buried 8 inch main line valve in the intersection of West Line and Main Street.  Valve 
is inoperable and replacement will be scheduled in conjunction with the next Caltrans rehab 
project in that area. 

4. Potholed 12 inch main line within the Well 4 compound to assist with location of new 50,000 
gallon water tank. 

5. Repaired fence that was cut during break-in to Well 4 pump house.  Also installed new dead 
bolt on pump house door. 

6. Installed antenna mast at Well 1 as part of the SCADA improvements. 

7. Located valve boxes for various customers and assisted them with proper operation of the 
valve. 

8. Continued work with Resource Concepts Inc. to design a solution to keep the 12 inch main 
full between Well 4 and the storage tank. 

9. Performed grounds maintenance at Wells 2 and 4 as well as at the tank site. 

10. Took monthly readings of all water meters. 

11. Took routine bacteria samples. 

Sewer 
1. Conspec completed the Park Sewer Reconstruction.  The final cost was $80,425. 

2. Siemens performed maintenance to digester boiler and made necessary repairs. 

3. Located water lines and electrical conduits around the headworks for planning purposes of 
the new headworks equipment. 

4. Continued extensive cleanup of the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  This effort will include 
disposal of about 60 drums and numerous surplused pieces of equipment and vehicles. 
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5. Removed and salvaged manhole cones and covers from the abandoned portion of the sewer 
main in the park. 

6. Began sampling discharged waste water to investigate elevated levels of Nitrogen in 
monitoring wells in the shared discharge lands. 

7. SCADA work continues. 

8. Cleaned sludge and grit drying beds. 

9. Performed grounds maintenance at the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

10. Made routine inspections of grease interceptors. 

11. Generated a No Spill Certification for the State and reported the same. 

12. Performed routine main line cleaning in trouble areas. 

13. Continued very slow work with consultant on Headworks project. 

Streets 
1. Created a scope of work and began design of a sidewalk replacement project on North 

Fowler adjacent to City Hall. 

2. Provided snow removal on city streets and parking lots. 

3. Cleaned drop inlets to storm drains in anticipation of winter storm. 

4. Replaced "25 MPH Speed Limit" sign on Spruce Street.  Sign was hit by a car. 

5. Added DG to low street shoulders in various locations. 

6. Participated in Bishop Tree Committee meeting. 

7. Continued working on City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power approval of the 
Wye Road Storm Drain project plans. 

8. Met with the Automobile Club of Southern California regarding impacts the Warren Street 
Improvements project could have on their property. 

9. Met with Nolte concerning the design of the Sneden Street Improvements project. 

10. Participated in off highway vehicle grant meeting. 

11. Continued work on Record of Survey for control points in City of Bishop. 

12. Continued work on completing environmental studies for Seibu to School Path project. 
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13. Provided county Geographic Information System data for city streets to be used in county 
system. 

14. Requested that Caltrans review their position that restricting trucks to the left lane in 
downtown Bishop is not desirable. 

Miscellaneous 
1. Sold F350 paint Truck to the Bishop High School Agriculture program for $1. 

2. Provided weekly Tail Gate Safety for the Public Works Crew 

3. Hauled trash and debris from Fowler Pit to the Sunland Landfill. 

4. Performed maintenance to light trucks and equipment. 

5. Assisted with filming several public service announcements. 

6. Participated in General Plan Working Group meeting focused on funding for an update of the 
Land Use and other elements of the General Plan. 

7. Discussed Community Development Block Grant opportunities with the Inyo-Mono 
Advocates for Community Action. 
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Public Works Report 
February 2012 

 
Water  
1. Constructed a 4 inch fill stem style flushing point at Well 4. 

2. Exercised 300 kW portable generator by powering Well 4 with it for 5 hours. 

3. Public Works Staff reevaluated the Capital Water Improvements from the Master Plan and 
created a new priority list from it and issues that have arisen since. 

4. Replaced failed curb stop valve at 381 South Street. 

5. Installed new valve box at 286 First Street. 

6. Took additional well samples to identify whether or not our water supplies contain 
Chromium 6.  At this time we have no reason to believe Chromium 6 is going to be an issue.  
We have always tested for Total Chromium and the results have been non detectable. 

7. Located valve boxes for various customers and assisted them with proper operation of the 
valve. 

8. Continued work with Resource Concepts Inc. to design a solution to keep the 12 inch main 
full between Well 4 and the storage tank. 

9. Performed grounds maintenance at Wells 2 and 4 as well as at the tank site. 

10. Took monthly readings of all water meters. 

11. Took routine bacteria samples. 

Sewer 
1. Painted the interior of the Johnston Drive lift station. 

2. Performed maintenance to sludge valves in south clarifier. 

3. Burned piles of tree debris from plant cleanup. 

4. H2O Environmental assessed the 19 remaining 55 gallon drums that contained an 
unidentified substance.  Once they were classified a plan had been devised to remove them 
from the plant.  H2O will provide the removal service as well. 

5. Serviced compressor at the lift station. 
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6. Continued sampling discharged waste water to investigate elevated levels of Nitrogen in 
monitoring wells in the shared discharge lands.  Also provided historical flow information to 
RO Anderson who is the Eastern Sierra Community District's consultant working on the 
nitrate issue. 

7. Started discharging irrigation water to the 40 acre pasture. 

8. SCADA work continues. 

9. Cleaned sludge and grit drying beds. 

10. Performed grounds maintenance at the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

11. Made routine inspections of grease interceptors. 

12. Generated a No Spill Certification for the State and reported the same. 

13. Performed routine main line cleaning in trouble areas. 

14. Continued very slow work with consultant on Headworks project. 

Streets 
1. Developed design for sidewalk replacement project on North Fowler Street adjacent to the 

City Hall Auditorium called the Auditorium Sidewalk project. 

2. Removed three trees in anticipation of the Auditorium Sidewalk project. 

3. Worked with Los Angeles Department Water and Power to relocate power poles in this same 
area. 

4. Selected Triad Holmes as the consultant to design the Warren Street Improvements project. 

5. Patched potholes that presented possible safety issues. 

6. Participated in Inyo Local Transportation Commission meeting. 

7. Met with Southern California Edison concerning relocation of utility poles for Wye Road 
Intersection project. 

8. Completed Mobility Element of the General Plan. 

9. Applied for Clean Air Projects Program funding for Seibu to School project. 

Miscellaneous 
1. Painted the interior of the Shop break room, locker room and offices. 

2. Provided weekly Tail Gate Safety for the Public Works Crew 

3. Hauled trash and debris from Fowler Pit to the Sunland Landfill. 
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4. Performed maintenance to light trucks and equipment. 

5. Continued assisting the development of video public service announcements. 

6. Attended Owens Valley Contractors and Vendors Association meeting and provided 
information on upcoming projects and the associated requirements. 

7. Met with Digital 395 staff concerning digital service to city facilities. 

8. Participated in Eastern Sierra Energy Initiative teleconference. 

9. Identified Public Works Intern candidate. 



rlillis@sacbee.com

Published Monday, Jan. 30, 2012

From mountain hamlets to Sacramento City Hall, governments are asking taxpayers to dig deeper
into their pockets to improve sewer and water systems.

And people are pushing back.

Local officials say they need the money to upgrade outdated water-treatment facilities, sewer lines
and water mains. In some cases, improvements are required just to comply with the law.

No matter how justified they say the rate hikes are, however, some elected officials have found it
hard to follow through in the face of public protests.

"You have this balance you have to find," said Doug Brown, vice chairman of Sacramento's Utilities
Rate Advisory Commission. "There is aging infrastructure, but with the economy, it's a very difficult
time for people to be paying more."

Sacramento is among the cities hiking rates. Utility officials have proposed raising monthly bills by
$19 over the next three years. The Utilities Rate Advisory Commission has delayed taking action on
the proposed new rates until later this week.

Brown has proposed rate increases slightly lower than those utilities officials want.

The added revenue from the increases would help the city issue nearly $350 million in bonds for
several public works projects, including a $152 million rehabilitation of an 80-year-old water-
treatment plant north of downtown and $57 million for water meter installation.

"Clearly there's a need; Sacramento is a very old town," Brown said. "When it comes to our
underground infrastructure, it's only a matter of time."

But he also understands the pressure on ratepayers to fund improvements.

"It's everything piling on top of one another," he said.

Elsewhere in the region, similar plans have angered residents. Bowing to irate customers, the
Carmichael Water District last week scaled back rate increases scheduled for future years.
Ratepayers will still see their bills go up 18 percent this year to compensate for reduced water
consumption in the district.

Voters in Foresthill last year rejected a rate hike their water district had proposed. But in that case,
water officials fought back: the Foresthill Public Utility District board declared the public vote invalid
and will go back to voters in June with a rate increase.

The need to replace aging pipes and treatment facilities is one big factor driving rate hikes across

Water systems need fixes, badly; customers don't want to fund them - Sa... http://www.sacbee.com/2012/01/30/v-print/4224312/water-systems-need...
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the region. But it isn't the only one.

Tim Quinn, executive director of the Association of California Water Agencies, said the cost of
energy – required in large quantities to pump, treat and deliver water – is another factor. So are
stricter environmental regulations, which often require expensive new treatment methods.

"There is not a place in California that will not experience significant increases in water rates,
because we're living under a more expensive set of rules than we did in the past," Quinn said.

Another factor is the growing strain on the state's water resources, which is driving some agencies
to secure new supplies, often at great expense.

Davis and Woodland are among those on the hunt. Both cities rely on groundwater, and their wells
are being depleted after decades of use. The water they deliver to residents violates numerous state
and federal quality standards.

Last year, the two cities joined forces to buy water rights from the Sacramento River. They obtained
state approval for a new water-intake facility and treatment plant.

The Davis City Council in September approved a 14 percent rate increase to begin paying for the
$325 million facility. But earlier this month, following ratepayer outcry, the council reversed course.
It repealed the increase and instead decided to let voters weigh in via a November ballot measure.

One of the big challenges ahead for the Sacramento region is upgrading the sewage-treatment
plant that serves 1.4 million people from Folsom to West Sacramento.

A renewed state permit for the system, issued in 2010 to the Sacramento Regional County
Sanitation District, imposes strict new standards on the treated sewage discharged into the
Sacramento River. The goal is to protect fish from ammonia and reduce threats to human health
such as E. coli in the waste stream.

The district has appealed the permit and calls some of the terms excessive and unnecessary. But it
has also begun raising rates to pay for compliance. Last year, the monthly sewage-treatment rate
paid by every home in the region increased from $20 to $22. Similar increases are planned in each
of the next two years.

And that's just to begin planning upgrades to the treatment plant. The district estimates the
monthly rate may have to triple – to $60 a month – to fund a project that could ultimately cost
between $1 billion and $2 billion.

"We haven't done the pilot studies and design work, so it's very difficult to even get an idea what
the total costs are going be yet," said Joe Maestretti, the district's finance chief.

The district could face fines from state and federal agencies if it doesn't comply, along with lawsuits
by outside groups.

As the nation's Clean Water Act watchdog, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is well aware
of the tough times facing Sacramento and other California cities and counties as they try to comply
with federal water-quality requirements. So when problems occur, it emphasizes strict compliance
schedules rather than steep fines.

Jared Blumenfeld, the agency's regional administrator, said the federal government's ability to help
pay for system upgrades is limited. The EPA's so-called State Revolving Fund can only help cover
about 10 percent of a statewide water system repair bill estimated at $70 billion.

"The picture across California is not a positive one," Blumenfeld said. "The older the infrastructure,
the more vulnerable we are to increased sewage spills, more contaminated drinking water, and
ultimately the cost will just get greater and greater. It's already happening now."
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Call The Bee's Ryan Lillis, (916) 321-1085.
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