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Minutes 
Water and Sewer Commission 

 
13 March 2012 

 
Call To Order: 
Vice Chairman Pecsi called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice Chairman Pecsi 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Underhill, Mathieu, Pecsi, and Bhakta  
 
Commissioners Absent: 
Cross 
 
Others Present: 
Deston Dishion, Public Works Superintendent 
Michele Thomas, Public Works Secretary 
Keith Caldwell, City Administrator 
 
Public Comment 
Robin Hansen, manager of Shady Rest Trailer Park at 399 East Yaney Street, told the 
commission he would like to get involved with the water and sewer rates.  Hansen is concerned 
with the way the City charges his park for water and sewer.  There are currently 53 trailer spots 
charged on the property with 17 being permanent mobile homes and 36 that are transient spots, 
or RV spaces that fit trailers no larger than 25 feet long and are not permanent.  Hansen is asking 
the City to review how trailer parks are categorized. 
 
Pecsi stated that the city will begin the next rate study in late 2012 early 2013 and invited Hansen 
to attend future water sewer meetings especially when we are in the process of the rate study.  
Thomas also stated that attending City Council meetings would be beneficial as well to inform 
Council of his concerns. 
 
Correspondence 
None 
 
(1) Approval of the Minutes 
Commissioner Underhill moved to approve the minutes of the 10 January 2012 meeting as 
written and motion carried. 
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New Business: 
(2) Water usage and revenue by general user category 
To support improving the equity of water fees, there are currently 80 meters installed on the 22 
user categories.  Dishion went over the graphs presented showing the comparison of revenue to 
usage generated by 7 of the general water user categories in the City.  The charts are based on 
meter data from the 2011 calendar year.  If usage and revenue percentages were in perfect synch, 
ratio would by 100%.  All of the ratio percentages substantially vary from the 100% and this 
variance could support the idea of adjusting the fees between user categories as part of the next 
rate study. 
 
Reviewing the graphs, single family homes use 29% of the water but only pay 19% of the 
revenues.  And multi-unit properties use 14% of the water and pay 34% of the revenues.  The 
other 5 categories on the graph vary between usage and revenue as well.  Dishion feels that the 
information we have from the 80 meters installed will be beneficial for the next rate study to help 
determine more accurate fees for each category.  Pecsi stated that he feels the City does not have 
enough meters on single family homes to justify the usage shown; 11 meters installed compared 
to approximately 800 single resident accounts.  Dishion feels the meters installed on the 11 
different properties are good examples of water usage for single family homes.  Dishion stated 
that the city is able to back up their data with facts and figures with water usage going from 
600,000 gallons per day in the winter to 2.5 million gallons a day during summer months.  
Because the excess water is not showing up at the sewer plant, it must be going into landscaping 
lawns.  There are meters installed on properties with small and large yards. 
 
(3) 2013 water and sewer rate review draft RFP 
Dishion explained that the next rate study is to be completed in 2014, in time for the 2014/2015 
fiscal year.  The timing for the next rate study would not become and issue in the upcoming 
elections and staff feels this is important for the both the council and water sewer rates.  David 
Grah, Director of Public Works, and Dishion discussed the options of hiring a consultant or 
doing the study in house.  Because the review is expected to include the review of user categories 
and since this review of categories is expected to be complex, it is proposed to conduct the 
review through a consultant.  The next rate study will be directed at equity and there is the 
possibility of new categories.  Releasing the RFP during the summer, a consultant could be on 
board by December.  Staff is concerned the public could blame rate increases on City staff and 
an impartial consultant would give more credibility to the review.  Caldwell commented that 
with a consultant, staff and the commission are protected more.  Caldwell also stated that he will 
work with Dishion and Grah over the next couple of months regarding hiring a consultant.  The 
Commission agrees with staff that it would be beneficial to hire a consultant for the next rate 
study.  When interviewing for a consultant, at least one commissioner will be on the panel.  
Further discussion will continue at the 8 May Water Sewer Commission meeting. 
 
(4) Whiskey Creek usage to payment comparison 
Thomas created a spreadsheet comparing monthly water and sewer charges and known usage for 
Whiskey Creek Bishop, Whiskey Creek Mammoth, and 3 local restaurants that have meters 
installed.  Whiskey Creek Mammoth has a meter for which it is charged, and Whiskey Creek 
Bishop is charged per seat.  Comparing the rates each Whiskey Creek pays monthly, the Bishop 
restaurant’s bill is approximately double that of Mammoth.  Although it is not known, both 
restaurants most likely have comparable water usage.  Thomas will contact Greg Alexander, 
owner of both restaurants, to find out how many seats are in the Mammoth restaurant for more 
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information on comparing the size of each business.  For the 3 restaurants in city limits with 
meters, Imperial Gourmet has the most compatible water usage in comparison to the Mammoth 
location and Imperial Gourmet’s water bill is less than 1/3 of Whiskey Creek Bishop.  This 
information will be valuable for the next rate study. 
 
(5) Reorganization 
Vice Chairman Pecsi turned the nominations over to the Deston Dishion, Public Works 
Superintendent.  A call for nominations for the position of chairman was made.  Commissioner 
Underhill nominated Joe Pecsi.  No further nominations were received.  Roll call was taken to 
close the nominations for chairman and passed unanimously. 
 
A roll call vote was taken for the election of Joe Pecsi for Chairman.  Ayes:  Mathieu, Bhakta, 
Underhill, Pecsi.  Joe Pecsi will serve a one-year term as Chairman. 
 
Newly elected Chairman Pecsi opened nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman and 
Commissioner Mathieu nominated Forrest Cross.  No further nominations were received.  Roll 
call was taken to close the nominations for vice chairman and passed unanimously. 
 
A roll call vote was taken for the election of Forrest Cross for Vice-Chairman.  Ayes:  Mathieu, 
Bhakta, Underhill, Pecsi.  Forrest Cross will serve a one-year term as Vice-Chairman. 
 
Old Business: 
 
(6) Mammoth Brewery update 
There has not been any new news regarding Mammoth Brewery relocating to the City of Bishop.  
Pecsi asked if staff has contacted the brewery asking for their business and Caldwell stated that 
the City has contacted the company.  The Brewery is still in the process of recruiting investors 
for their project.  They are looking for a location of approximately 5 acres with two spots 
possible, one in city limits near Wye Road and one outside the City behind Jack-in-the-Box.  
Another option was suggested for the business to open in the old Cottonwood Plaza as a pub 
until they were able to open the brewery at a larger location.  The City is very interested with 
working with the Mammoth Brewery Company. 
 
(7) Meter Readings 
Pesci asked to clarify whether the Catholic Church on Home Street had a meter installed and it 
does.  Pesci shared with the commission that he is working with Father Gracie regarding the high 
usage of water at the church.  With the weather warmer a few days last month, the water usage 
increased over five times according to the most recent meter reading.  Dishion said that he can 
help with getting past meter readings to show the excessive water usage for the church compared 
to other places within the City. 
 
 
 
(8) Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 
The ending cash balance in February for sewer was $674,445.87 and $1,098,385.86 for water.  
We hope to get concrete work completed for the Headworks project this fiscal year which will be 
paid from sewer capital funds.  And the Church Street Waterline project should be complete 
before the end of the fiscal year and will be paid from water capital funds. 
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(9) Public Works reports for January and February 
During the month of January, Well 4 was broken into and crew repaired the fence that was cut.  
Precautions were taken regarding the well water and no issues were reported.  Crew was able to 
locate valve boxes for customers and assisted them with proper operation of their valves.  Staff 
continued work with Resource Concepts in designing a solution to help keep the line full 
between Well 4 and the storage tank.  Conspec completed the Park Sewer Reconstruction.  
Siemens performed maintenance to the digester boiler and made necessary repairs.  Crew 
continued cleanup of the WWTP which included disposal of about 60 drums of contained 
materials costing $6,000.00 for inspection and removal. 
 
In February, crew exercised the generator by powering Well 4 for most of a day.  A flushing 
point was constructed at Well 4.  The department initiated Chromium 6 sampling because it has 
been a recent topic in the state.  The city wants to let the public know there are no issues with our 
water.  We have always tested for Total Chromium and the results have been non-detectable.  All 
other work preformed was routine.  
 
Staff and Commission Reports: 
Thomas supplied the commission with a news letter from the Sacramento Bee regarding 
improvements to water and sewer systems and was for informational purposes only. 
 
Dishion also informed the commission that staff receives a daily report email from the 
Department of Water Resources that gives good information and if anyone is interested they 
could subscribe to the newsletter.  The commission would like staff to forward the website to 
each of them so they can sign up to receive the information as well. 
 
Dishion also shared that the SCADA water side is fully implemented and the sewer is all there 
and being finalized behind the scenes.  Just recently, Well 1 has seized up and is unable to turn.  
There is the possibility the pump will need to be replaced if it can’t be repaired.  Staff will have 
more information at the May water sewer commission meeting. 
 
Items to be Discussed at the Meeting of 8 May 2012:  

• Update to consultant RFP 
• Well 1 update 
• Meter readings 
• Public Works reports for March and April 
• Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 

 
Chairman Pecsi adjourned the meeting at 8:25 P.M.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will 
be Tuesday, 8 May 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
Joe Pecsi, Chairman     Michele Thomas, Secretary 


