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Minutes 
Water and Sewer Commission 

 
10 January 2012 

 
Call To Order: 
Chairman Cross called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Cross 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Underhill, Cross, Mathieu, Pecsi, and Bhakta  
 
Commissioners Absent: 
None 
 
Others Present: 
Dave Grah, Public Works Director 
Deston Dishion, Public Works Superintendent 
Michele Thomas, Public Works Secretary 
Jim Ellis, City Council Member 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Correspondence 
None 
 
(1) Approval of the Minutes 
Commissioner Underhill moved to approve the minutes of the 8 November 2011 meeting as 
written and motion carried. 
 
New Business: 
(2) Water and sewer rates 
At the November commission meeting, Commissioner Pecsi asked staff for a spreadsheet 
showing the upcoming water sewer rates and percentage increases for each category.  Thomas 
created a spreadsheet starting with the 2009/2010 fiscal year prior to the recent rate study, ending 
with the 2013/2014 year, the last year of the current rate increases. 
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Grah pointed out where some of the percentages are not consistent with all categories.  This is 
due to the adjustments in sewer for gas stations and hotels.  In addition, there was an error in the 
official rate notice and the City used the lesser of the amounts from the notice and the amount the 
rates should have been. 
 
The plan has been to complete a new rate study and have it in place with rate adjustments for the 
2014/2015 fiscal year.  In order to have the new rates in place by 1 July 2014, a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) would be released this upcoming summer, if we are to use a consultant. 
 
Grah told the commission that staff would provide a draft rate study RFP for the next 
commission meeting in March.  Cross also requested updated pie charts showing how much 
water is used and how much revenue is generated from general user categories. 
 
(3) Mammoth Brewery Company 
Mammoth Brewing Company is considering moving its brewery to Bishop.  The City of Bishop 
water and sewer structure does not have a category for a brewery.  Under the current structure, 
the brewery would probably be charged as an “Other” which is charged by number of toilets.  
Due to the likely high water use and the high strength of the effluent from a brewery, the load the 
brewery would place on the water and sewer system would not be well represented by the 
number of toilets.  Grah asked the commission for ideas to deal with charging the brewery in 
anticipation of one located in Bishop.  The strategy could be to establish a new brewery fee 
category ahead of time, to wait until the brewery is being developed and establish the category 
then, to wait until the brewery is being developed and establish special fees to be charged on that 
one account, some combination of these things, or some other approach.  Another consideration 
would be to develop the category as part of the upcoming rate study.  Cross stated that in 
Mammoth, the brewery is on a meter for water usage and he believes the sewer charges are 
minimal.  He also brought up that without a meter, if the brewery opened and then grew, how 
would the rates be adjusted.  One concern Pesci brought up was that we should have a game plan 
for Mammoth Brewery with charging for water and sewer so not to surprise them later down the 
road and their rates increase without them informed.  Grah explained that the City has not heard 
any new information regarding the brewery coming to Bishop in the past couple months.  The 
commission asked for any update on Mammoth Brewery coming to Bishop at the next 
commission meeting in March. As more information comes in, discussion on adding a new 
category will continue. 
 
Old Business: 
 
(4) Meter Readings 
From the recent meter readings, it is evident irrigation systems have shut down for the winter.  
The City’s water use is down to around 600,000 gallons per day compared to 2.3 million during 
the summer months.  Over the past couple weeks there has been a small increase of water usage 
due to the recent dry weather.  Meters are used for informational purposes only.  The city does 
not charge by water meters at this time.  
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(5) Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 
The cash balances are broken down between capital and non-capital in order to manage each 
balance separately.  The sewer balance has been climbing.  The City is in the process of building 
the Park Sewer Project that will reduce the cash balance around $90,000.  The water balance has 
also been climbing.  There have not been any recent projects, although City Council approved 
Work Order 3 for the Tank Project at the 9 January council meeting. 
 
(6) Public Works reports for November and December 
Highlights during November include a repaired water leak at the intersection of West Line and 
Fulton Streets.  We are starting to find we are getting numerous water leaks on West Line 
between Main and Home Streets due to the old 8 inch steel line still used.  Crew continued 
potholing various locations on Warren Street in preparation for the Warren Street Improvements 
Project.  Staff is developing a scope for water and sewer work for the project.  Conspec was 
awarded the bid for the Park Sewer Project and as of today, we are about 80% complete.  Crew 
assisted two customers on Howard Street with sewer problems.  Root killer was used which 
helped prevent the sewer laterals from needing to be replaced.  Dishion visited a wastewater 
treatment plant in Arizona to view their headworks screen.  As time permits, the crew has begun 
extensive cleanup at the wastewater treatment plant removing old items stored for numerous 
years.  We will have Hazmat identify some of the barrels on the site that have unknown content.  
The department along with Eastern Sierra Community Sewer District has noticed an elevated 
level of nitrates in the monitoring wells.  Cooperative efforts are in affect to figure out why this 
is occurring and corrective measures will take place. 
 
During the month of December, staff finalized a change order with Stantec to install the SCADA 
at Well 1.  Crew installed a new manhole under East Line Street just west of Hanby Avenue.  
The new compressor system at the Johnston Drive Lift Station was installed.  Staff met with 
Nolte as design work begins on the Sneden Street Improvement Project for road construction 
including sidewalks and water and sewer work.  Public Works employees provided about 28 
hours of traffic control for the 2011 annual Christmas parade. 
 
Staff and Commission Reports: 
Grah mentioned that the Headworks project is still moving forward slowly.  At 9 January City 
Council meeting, Council approved the Work Order for the new screen.  Staff is also working on 
construction documents for some concrete construction associated with the Headworks upgrade.  
Once that is done, there will be a work order to install the grit equipment.  Also at the 9 January 
City Council meeting, Council approved advertising materials for Well 2 and 4 to fix 
contamination issues addressed by the State. 
 
Grah went over a spreadsheet identifying water and sewer capital improvement projects.  The 
graphs identify projects, cost, year to be built, and the cost per fiscal year for anticipated projects.  
Seven years are covered starting with the 12/13 fiscal year, and also projects for the future.  The 
rates the City is currently charging customers are based on spending about $360,000 per year in 
water and $350,000 per year in sewer on capital projects. 
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Items to be Discussed at the Meeting of 13 March 2012:  
• Pie charts for water use and revenues 
• Mammoth Brewery Company update 
• First draft rate study RFP 
• Meter readings 
• Public Works reports for January and February 
• Cash balance and revenue and expenditures update on water and sewer reserves 

 
Chairman Cross adjourned the meeting at 8:14 P.M.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will 
be Tuesday, 13 March 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ______________________________ 
Forrest Cross, Chairman    Michele Thomas, Secretary 


