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CITY OF BISHOP 

 

Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes 
 

 

September 26, 2012 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The Parks and Recreation Commission met on September 26, 2012 the 

meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm at the City Council Chambers, 

301 W. Line St, Bishop, Ca.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS   Kellie Hallenbeck, Cheryl Underhill, John Weatherford,  

     and Lee Cox                                               

COMMISSIONERS   

ABSENT:   Thom Batchelder 

     

OTHERS PRESENT: Community Services Director, Keith Caldwell, Karey Poole, Recording 

Secretary, Dan McElroy, Parks Supervisor, and Waylon Cleland, 

Recreation Supervisor 

  

APPROVAL OF Motion made by Commissioner Cox to approve the  

MINUTES: minutes for August 22, 2012, second by Commissioner Underhill, 

approved unanimously.  
     

PUBLIC COMMENT: Kristina Roberts, a new addition to Parks and Recreation Staff, 

introduced herself and gave the overview of the new City of Bishop 

Pageant program for the Commissioners. She pressed that the pageant 

wasn’t a “beauty” pageant. It was more to teach young women self 

confidence, speaking skills, and proper poise. These are skills for the 

real world that they can take with them for self improvement. The 

pageant date will be set for December 1
st
, in time for them to be a part of 

the Christmas parade on December 8
th
. Classes will be held once a week 

for each of Miss Teen and Miss age groups. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: Last minute correspondence from Cheryl McDermott-Stanford regarding 

the Dog Relief Area 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: Dog Relief Area- 

 Jack England, Dog Park Committee Board Member, expressed his 

gratitude to have the park. He explained that the success of it was 

beyond imagination, they raised the funds and were able to get it open. 

They have an issue with the temporary relief area remaining open as it 

may deter dog owners from going to the actual Dog Park as it has a 

confusing purpose. They are requesting it be phased out as it was agreed 

upon when it was set up. At this point he read the letter added as 

correspondence from Cheryl McDermott-Stanford. He thanked Waylon 

Cleland for all his help and support. Commissioner Cox suggested the 

recommendation for removal. Keith intervened and explained that there 

have been recent comments at the Council Meetings, Hotel/Motel 

owners and visitors are very appreciative of this area, more so than 

expected. He explained that it was set up as a temporary facility and 
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after hearing the comments, it has become an asset and selling point for 

the hotels near by. He stated that both the relief area and Dog Park are 

being marketed by these businesses. The Council’s have delayed the 

removal until a recommendation is relayed to them. Susie Goss, Dog 

Park Committee Member, made the statement that one of the hotels close 

by donated to the Dog Park. Commissioner Weatherford asked if the 

Dog Relief Area was frequented by the same users. Waylon said not the 

same users, and it is used very heavily. As discussion furthered, it was 

decided that the Commissioners needed to take some time and go to the 

Park to assess the use of the Relief Area themselves before coming to an 

agreement for the recommendation to the Council and the 

Commissioners are all in attendance. This item has been agenized for the 

next meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Review of Current Dog Ordinance for Council Referral- 

Keith has asked the Commissioners to review the current ordinance for a 

referral for the Council. As it is currently it states that dogs are only 

allowed thru to get to a specific area, though the signs state no dogs are 

allowed. As suggested a while ago, the no dogs signs can be removed 

and dog prints can be placed on the pathways to direct visitors to the 

Dog Park. Some of the verbiage in the ordinance can be changed to 

accommodate these facility changes. Commissioner Weatherford 

suggested stating that Dogs must be on a leash while in route to the Dog 

Park on specified paths. Commissioner Hallenbeck requested this to be 

the recommendation to the Council. All approved. 

 

STAFF REPORT:  Programs –  

Waylon shared that the new Soccer league has eleven teams and are 

three weeks into the season. He has a zero tolerance policy. The 

Greenfields exercise equipment has had a six week delay due to a 

company buyout. The group has daily emails to keep open 

communication for news on a new delivery date. Staff is currently 

preparing for the upcoming Trunk or Treat with a new Fall Ball 

Tournament put together by the City Pony League group. The Trunk or 

Treat will put some parking constraints on as it will be between fields 

one and two as it has been. The Pageant is moving forward, with it not 

being a beauty pageant, more a pageant on the person with classes to 

teach necessary skills they can use in everyday life. Classes are 

scheduled to begin October 22
nd

. 

 

The children’s Arts and Crafts classes are set to begin on November 5
th
 

and will be a five class session. After Thanksgiving week, we will have 

another session for Thanksmas, which will begin November 26th and 

allow  children to make gifts for family and friends. 

 

A Basketball meeting has been scheduled in preparation for the 

upcoming season. And lastly the staff will be preparing the Auditorium 

for its first Christmas craft bazaar with the ladies of the Eastern Star on 

November 3
rd

. Commissioner Hallenbeck asked why the City Dog 

Obedience Training program is not at the Dog Park. Karey stated that 

there were a few reasons, one was lights and instructor Yvonne Froiland 

didn’t want any distractions or to be a distraction for others.  

 

     

 

Facilities- 
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    Dan shared that the work on Field 5 to make the area as safe as possible  

    was completed. The parking area has been an adjustment for AYSO 

users,     but is being used more and more. Park Staff has been assisting over at  

    Sunrise Mobile Home Park with a new mobile that is coming in and  

    getting some things up to code so the mobile is ready for move in. Staff  

 continues to wrap up from Labor Day, it didn’t seem to be as busy as 

normal. Millpond Music Festival is coming soon and staff is gearing up 

to assist Inyo Council of the Arts with stages, tents and chairs in hopes 

for another great event. Park facilities are in full swing, AYSO soccer, 

City Soccer League, Fall Ball League and still parties in the pavilion and 

High school Tennis. Staff is going to be doing an irrigation audit in 

preparation for the winter throughout the Main Park and work on 

aeration and fertilization. Lastly Dan and volunteers are working on the 

upcoming Skate and Bike Jam on October 13
th
. So far there are 8 major 

sponsors and some great prizes and take homes for the participants. 

 Commissioner Cox asked about Field 6 and what the status is on that. 

Dan said he is waiting for direction from the school to tell him what they 

want him and his staff to move forward with.  

 

 Keith wanted to give kudos to the staff. We are busier than we have ever 

been and deserve a pat on the back for a job well done. Our biggest 

concern is liability and making sure safety is first. Waylon adds the 

programs; Dan makes sure the facilities are safe for those programs. 

 

 Commissioner Hallenbeck asked if the pool lift was used. Dan said not 

often. Really just for the training, but its okay, its there if it is needed. 

Waylon said that we hope to retry the physical therapy session schedule 

again next year and put it to more use. 

 

 Commissioner Hallenbeck asked about the Farmers Market. Karey said 

that she hadn’t been there in a few weeks, but prior to that, it was pretty 

busy. The group was working out its own kinks and ended back up on 

the grass because of the shade. 

 ITEMS FROM THE  

COMMISSION: Commissioner Underhill noticed the signs that you shouldn’t drive in the 

area by the Community Garden, she was curious how they get back 

there, she does see cars back there. Commissioner Hallenbeck stated 

there is a drive area to the garden off of Yaney Street. 

 

 Commissioner Hallenbeck said she likes the parking area off of Yaney 

for the fields, it looks nice. 

 

  

  

ADJOURMENT The meeting adjourned at 6:12 pm to reconvene Wednesday, October 24, 

2012, at 5:15 pm at the City Council Chambers. 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ ATTEST: _____________________________________

 Kellie Hallenbeck, Chair                Karey Poole, Comm. Serv. 

Secretary    


