
July 23, 2012 1

CITY OF BISHOP 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

JULY 23, 2012 
 

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Stottlemyre called the meeting of the Bishop City Council 
to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 301 West 
Line Street, Bishop, California. 

  
INVOCATION The invocation was given by Pastor Kathleen Puntar of the First 

United Methodist Church followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 
led by Councilmember Laura Smith. 

  
COUNCIL PRESENT Councilmembers Jeff Griffiths, Laura Smith, Jim Ellis 

Mayor Pro Tem Susan Cullen  
Mayor David Stottlemyre 

  
COUNCIL ABSENT None 
  
OTHERS PRESENT Keith Caldwell, City Administrator/Community Services Director 

Peter Tracy, City Attorney 
Denise Gillespie, Assistant City Clerk 
Cheryl Solesbee, Accounting Secretary/Budget Manager 
Chris Carter, Police Chief 
Gary Schley, Public Services Officer 
Deston Dishion, Public Works Superintendent 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT The Mayor announced the public comment period.  Ron Pierce 

invited the City Council to the 125th Anniversary Celebration of 
the Winnedumah Lodge to be held on July 28, 2012. 

  
DEPARTMENT HEAD 
REPORTS 
(1) 

Reports from Administration, Community Services, Fire, Police, 
and Public Works were given on the departments’ activities 
including upcoming and ongoing projects.   

  
CHANGE TO AGENDA The Mayor announced that Agenda Item No. 8 relating to the 

creation of two new positions on the City’s salary schedule has 
been pulled and will be scheduled for the August 13, 2012 
Council meeting. 

  
CONSENT CALENDAR 
(2) 
 
Motion/Cullen 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Cullen and passed 5-0, to 
approve the Consent Calendar as presented: 
 
FOR APPROVAL AND FILING 
(a) Personnel Status Change Report 
(b) Fund Transactions – 7/1/11 – 6/30/12 
(c) Warrant Register – June 2012 
(d) Fund Transaction – Sunrise Mobile Home Replacement 

Reserve Account – 7/1/11 – 6/30/12 
(e) Investment Portfolio – May 2012 
(f) Investment Portfolio – June 2012 
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FOR INFORMATION AND FILING 
(g) Parks and Recreation Commission – July 18, 2012 
(h) Water and Sewer Commission – May 8, 2012 
(i) Public Works Report – June 2012 
(j) Sewer Fund Monthly Balances 
(k) Water Fund Monthly Balances 

  
NEW BUSINESS  
  
ADVENTURE TRAILS 
Environmental Process 
(3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion/Smith 

Dick Noles and Randy Gillespie, advocates of the Adventure 
Trail, reported the proposed draft map of the trails within the City 
of Bishop, if adopted by the Council, could be included as part of 
the environmental process by Inyo County for the entire 
Adventure Trail system.  Mr. Noles stated that the draft map 
could be modified by adding or deleting streets without another 
environmental being done.  During the environmental process the 
draft map will be presented to the public for review and comment. 
 
On a motion by Councilmember Smith, the Council voted 5-0 to 
approve the draft map of potential Adventure Trail routes within 
the City of Bishop as part of Inyo County’s environmental 
document. 

  
GUIDELINES FOR 
COUNCIL MEETING 
INVOCATIONS 
(4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion/Cullen 

The City Attorney reported that invocations have been presented 
at City Council meetings since 1967.  He sited the legal cases of 
Marsh v. Chambers (1983) United States Supreme Court, and 
Rubin v. Burbank (2002) California State Court.  Tracy stated that 
in recent years groups have been putting additional pressure on 
cities that give invocations to make sure they are compliant with 
Rubin v. Burbank.  Other cities have been threatened with law 
suits.  The City Attorney presented guidelines for delivering the 
invocation at City Council meetings similar to those used by other 
members of the League of California Cities for consideration.   
 
On a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Cullen, the Council voted 5-0 to 
adopt the City of Bishop Guidelines for Invocations at City 
Meetings. 

  
HEADWORKS PROJECT 
Work Order 5 
(5) 
Motion/Griffiths 

On a motion by Councilmember Griffiths, the Council voted 5-0 
to approve Work Order 5 as part of the Sewer Plant Headworks 
Improvement Project with Frost Company and authorize the 
expenditure not to exceed $10,500 under this work order and 
$183,250 total under the contract. 

  
SET RETREAT DATE 
(6) 

The Mayor announced that a Council Retreat will be held on 
Friday, August 17, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. at City Hall. 

  
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS/ 
TRANSFERS FY 2011-2012 
(7) 
Motion/Griffiths 

On a motion by Councilmember Griffiths, the Council voted 5-0 
to approve the budget adjustments and transfers for Fiscal Year 
2011-2012 through June 30, 2012 as presented. 
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CREATION OF TWO NEW 
POSITIONS 
(8) 

This agenda item was pulled from consideration by Council and 
will be added to the next regular meeting on August 13, 2012. 

  
COUNCIL REPORTS Council Members reported on committee meetings and 

announced upcoming community events. No action was taken. 
  
ADJOURNMENT The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7:41 p.m. in memory of Skip 

Harvey, Council Member from the Town of Mammoth Lakes 
who recently passed away. 
 
The next regular meetings will be held on Monday, August 13, 
2012 at  p.m. in the City Council Chambers. 

 
 
 
    ____________________________________________________ 
    DAVID STOTTLEMYRE, MAYOR 
 
 
Attest:  Keith Caldwell, City Clerk 
 
 
By:  ____________________________________ 
        Denise Gillespie, Assistant City Clerk 
 
APPROVED BY COUNCIL ON AUGUST 13, 2012 


