CITY OF BISHOP

CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MINUTES

CALLTO ORDER

COUNCIL PRESENT

COUNCIL ABSENT

OTHERS PRESENT

PUBLIC COMMENT

SCHEDULED DISCUSSION

1. Adventure Trail
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November 14, 2011

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers at 301 West Line Street, Bishop, California.

Council Members Jim Ellis, Susan Cullen, Jeff Griffiths,
Mayor Pro Tem David Stottlemyre
Mayor Laura Smith

None

Keith Caldwell, Interim City Administrator/
Community Services Director

Denise Gillespie, Assistant City Clerk

Ray Seguine, Fire Chief

Chris Carter, Police Chief

David Grah, Public Works Director/City Engineer

Gary Schley, Public Services Officer

The Mayor announced the public comment period. Interim City
Administrator Caldwell thanked Mr. and Mrs. Tom Deleo and
Jim Tatum for their efforts toward the re-sodding of Fields 3-4 at
the City Park.

Discussion was held on the following Study Session agenda
items:

Dick Noles from A.A.P.L. spoke on the recently passed Adventure
Trails legislation for a five-year pilot program that becomes
effective on January 1, 2012 allowing off-highway vehicles on
certain roads in Inyo County. Before the onset of the program,
the City of Bishop will need to determine where the off-highway
vehicles will be able to enter city limits to reach businesses for
food, lodging, and/or supplies as well as have access to the
designated riding areas. It was the consensus of Council and
staff that Wye Road would be the first area to be established in
order for OHVs to enter the parking lot for Kmart and Vons. This
location will be evaluated to see how the program works before
expanding to two other designated routes on city streets. It was
also felt that public feedback, especially from those residents
near any potential city street designated for joint use, would be
very important. OHV’s will be allowed on the designated routes
during day light hours, licensed drivers only, with a 35 mile-per-
hour speed limit.

Other issues to be resolved are: determining design standards
for roads for joint use; liability concerns; potential application for
Green Sticker funding; and environmental process.



2. EMS Update

3. Amendments to Zoning
Ordinance

RECESS/RECONVENE

4. Video Production
Proposal

DEPARTMENT HEAD
REPORTS

COUNCIL DISCUSSION

ADJOURNMENT

Police Chief Carter reported on the City’s options for handling
EMS calls which either put the City at risk with liability concerns
or cost a substantial amount of money to qualify and certify
dispatchers and would require two dispatchers be on duty
simultaneously. The Police Chief informed the Council that a
letter would be sent to the appropriate entities informing them
that as of January 1, 2012, calls received by the Bishop Police
Department for EMS response will be routed to the Inyo County
Sheriff’s Office or Symons Ambulance.

The Public Services Officer reported that as part of the State
Housing and Community Development requirements of the 2009
Housing Element, the Planning Department is preparing for the
public comment phase for a proposed ordinance to amend the
Emergency Shelter Combining District that will allow “supportive
housing”, “transitional housing” and “single-room occupancy”
for supportive services for homeless persons. Staff was directed
to research the potential ramifications of the emergency shelter
zoning change and what options the City has.

The Mayor recessed the Study Session for a five-minute break
and reconvened the meeting at 5:47 p.m.

Skandar Reid proposed the concept of using local Channel 12 for
informing the community of City events and providing short
educations opportunities provided by the City departments in
exchange for showing clips of “Exploring Bishop” to show people
what there is to do in Bishop. Council directed staff to research
the concept.

Reports from Community Services, Fire, Police, Public Works and
Administration were given on the departments’ activities
including upcoming and ongoing projects.

No reports were provided by Council Members.

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m. to the regular
City Council meeting scheduled at 7:00 p.m.

LAURA SMITH, MAYOR

ATTEST: Denise Gillespie, Assistant City Clerk

By:

Keith Caldwell, Interim City Administrator
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