
City of Bishop 
Guidelines for Invocations at City Meetings 

 
The City does not intend to proselytize or advance any faith or belief. Neither the City, nor the 
City Council, endorses any particular religious belief or form of invocation. In accord with 
California court decisions,* we must advise you that sectarian prayers in City meetings are 
prohibited by the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the United States 
Constitution.  
 
Prayers are allowed, as long as “there is no indication that the prayer opportunity has been 
exploited to proselytize or advance any one faith, or to disparage any other, faith or belief.” 
 
Please follow the guidelines below in delivering invocations at City meetings: 
 

• Avoid references to a particular deity (such as Jesus Christ, Buddha, Allah, or “Our 
Father in Heaven”). More generic and inclusive terms, such as “God,” “Holy One,” 
and “Creator” are acceptable. 

• Avoid reference to any particular religious holiday, significant date, holy day, or 
religious event.  

• Refrain from reading or quoting from any sectarian book, doctrine, or other material. 
• Refrain from any reference to a particular religion or religious sect. 
• Avoid using any other sectarian words or concepts that could reasonably be viewed as 

advancing or favoring one religion over another.  
• The invocation need not be a prayer. The invocation may speak to a theme of 

thanksgiving, gratitude, enlightenment, guidance, etc.  
• Legislative invocations involving nonsectarian requests for wisdom and solemnity, as 

well as calls for divine blessings on the work of the legislative body are encouraged.  
• Be creative and self-expressive while respecting the religious and political viewpoints 

of others.  
• Invocations should be long enough to be meaningful but brief enough that the Council 

has adequate time to address the issues at the meeting.  
• If a presenter fails to comply with the nonsectarian invocation guidelines, the person 

may not be permitted to continue the invocation and will not be invited to return.  
 
We thank numerous cities which graciously shared their already established guidelines 
which were utilized in developing the City of Bishop’s invocation policy.  
 
*The California Court of Appeal in Rubin v. City of Burbank 101 Cal. App. 4th 1194 ruled that 
California cities could begin their city council meetings with an invocation, but only a nonsectarian 
invocation. This case arose from invocations given at city council meetings at the City of Burbank in 
which it was claimed that invocations that referred to “Our Father in Heaven” and “Jesus Christ” 
violated the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The Court agreed 
and held that sectarian invocations at city meetings were prohibited, but that nonsectarian invocations 
were permitted.     
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